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Introduction
Early in 1610 a group of London and Bristol merchants came together to form a company with
the goal of establishing “a colony or colonies in the Southerne and Easterne parts of the
Countrey and Ile or Ilands, commonly called New-found-land…” . According to the company’s
charter, issued by James I on 2 May, 1610, these colonies were intended, “both to secure and
make safe the … Trade of Fishing to Our Subjects for ever; And also, to make some
commendable benefit for the use of mankind by the lands and profits thereof.” 1 The first
colonists arrived in August 1610, setting in motion a series of colonizing schemes that continued
for several decades. By 1630 small settlements had been established at Cupids, Harbour Grace,
Carbonear, St. John’s, Ferryland, and, possibly, Renews. While the total population of these
settlements at that time was probably only about 200, they acted as centres around which other
settlements could take hold and helped lay the foundations for much of what was to come later.

D.W. Prowse and Some Common Misconceptions
It is impossible to properly address the topic of early colonization in Newfoundland without first
turning our attention to D.W, Prowse’s A History of Newfoundland. Although it was published
over 120 years ago, Prowse’s History still has a strong hold on the popular imagination and,
despite roughly six decades of serious research and writing, his ideas on early colonization
continue to cast a shadow, even in some corners of the academic world. First, it needs to be said
that we can dismiss out of hand Prowse’s “small bands of settlers”, whom, “amidst the fiercest
opposition from the Devonshire ship fishermen”, he claims, were “settled on the eastern coast,
between Cape Race and Cape Bonavista” in the 16th century2. Although they have played a role
in some extremely creative interpretations of our early history, their origins lie in Prowse’s
imagination and sprang from a perceived need to extend independent English settlement in
Newfoundland as far back in time as possible during a period (the 1890s) when the French Shore
and other issues around Newfoundland’s control of its own resources were major bones of
contention.
Although Prowse saw Newfoundland’s past through an English lens, as Melvin Bake says, “the
strains between imperial obligation and local nationalism” were strong in the 1890s. As a result,
Prowse insisted that “none of the great patentees, from Gilbert to Baltimore, exercised the least
permanent influence on the history of the Colony”, and that, “Newfoundland was colonized not
by aristocratic and fantastical patentees but by hard-working humble settlers from the West of
England; oppressed by the harsh laws of the Stuarts and persecuted by the western
adventurers…” 3. This argument, put forward by Prowse in the 1890s to bolster Newfoundland’s
bid for greater control of its resources, was taken up and elaborated on by historians in the 1930s
and 1940s as part of a larger narrative that attempted to explain Newfoundland’s failure to take
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its place as an independent state after the collapse of responsible government in 1934. While it is
true that much of the 17th century settlement in Newfoundland after about 1630 was carried out
by independent settlers from the west of England, it is simply wrong to dismiss all the early
colonizing schemes as total failures.

Beginnings
The idea of establishing an English settlement in Newfoundland can be traced back to the 16th
century. In the 1570s, the Bristol merchant, Anthony Parkhurst, who had visited Newfoundland
on a number of occasions, wrote several letters in which he claimed that settlement on the island
would be a great boost to the English fishery 4. In 1583, Humphrey Gilbert claimed
Newfoundland for Elizabeth I although he had his sights set on a colony farther south.5 After his
death during the homeward voyage, his half-brother, Sir Walter Raleigh, took up the cause and,
in 1585 made the first of several unsuccessful attempts to establish an English colony on
Roanoke Island off the coast of North Carolina.6 Despite this, and a number of other attempts, no
permanent European settlements had taken hold anywhere in North America north of Florida
prior to the first decade of the 17th century. That decade saw the end of almost half a century of
warfare in Western Europe, freeing up capital and manpower some of which was directed into
various settlement schemes. Recently it also has been suggested that late 16th century innovations
such as fireplaces, wooden floors, glazed windows, and woolen and felt clothing may have make
it easier for western Europeans to adapt to and survive during our cold northeastern winters.7
The first successful colony was established at Port Royal in Nova Scotia in 1605, followed by
Jamestown, Virginia in 1607, Quebec City in 1608, and Cupids in 1610.

Early Colonizers in Newfoundland
John Guy
Of all the early colonizers, John Guy has to be listed among the first and one of the most
important. A member of the Bristol Society of Merchant Venturers (BSMV), Guy served as
Sheriff of Bristol before becoming involved in Newfoundland settlement. Later, he went on to
become mayor of Bristol in 1618, alderman in 1619, master of the BSMV in 1622, and member
of Parliament for Bristol from 1620 to 1622 and again in 1624.8 It may well have been Guy who
originated the early 17th century scheme for establishing English settlement on the island. He
visited Newfoundland in 1608 and, upon returning to Bristol, wrote a treatise promoting
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settlement. He was also instrumental in founding the Newfoundland Company, a consortium of
London and Bristol merchants dedicated to establishing English settlement in Newfoundland. Its
charter, granted by James I on 2 May 1610, awarded the company the entire island of
Newfoundland but placed special emphasis on the area between St. Mary’s Bay and Cape
Bonavista. According to the charter, the main reason for establishing English settlement on the
island was to “to secure and make safe the … Trade of Fishing to Our Subjects for ever”. 9
Guy was appointed the first governor and, in August of that year, arrived at Cupids Cove with
the first group of colonists. In addition to supervising the construction of the first colony, Guy,
among other things, brought the first women to the colony in 1612 and, later that same year,
sailed into Trinity Bay in an attempt to meet and establish friendly relations with the Beothuk. It
was largely as a result of his able leadership that the Cupids Colony did so well during the first
three years of its existence.10 Guy left Newfoundland in the spring of 1613 and, as far as we
know, never returned, but he did not lose interest in the island. Given his involvement in
Newfoundland settlement and prominent position in Bristol society, Guy may have played a
greater role in the establishment of Newfoundland’s second English colony at Harbour Grace
than is generally believed. On 14 February 1620, he was among those who presented arguments
to the Privy Council in support of settlement on the island.11 And, as a member of parliament,
between 1621 and 1624, he was active in opposing proposed legislation that would have
restricted the rights of settlers.12 In around 1626, he was consulted by and provided instructions
to Sir Henry Salusbury on how to establish a colony in Newfoundland.13 He also received his
own grant of land from the Newfoundland Company which he named Seaforest and passed on to
his sons.14 What the Guy family did with their Newfoundland holdings we do not know but they
were not forgotten. In his will, written on 24 May, 1651, Guy’s son Robert left, “unto my
nephew John Pikes all my rights title and interest that I have unto my lands in the New found
Land”. 15

When the Newfoundland Company was created it had 48 shareholders, twelve of whom formed
the governing council. Of the original council members, two, John Slany and Sir Percival
Willoughby, were to play major roles in the early settlement of the island.16
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John Slany
Originally from Shropshire, where he owned considerable property, John Slany was a member of
the London Merchant Taylor’s Company and served as both its warden and master. He was also
an important ship owner and trader. In 1610 he became the Newfoundland Company’s treasurer,
a position he held for at least 18 years, and, although he probably never visited the island, his
position within the company meant that he had considerable influence on colonizing efforts.
When the Newfoundland Company began dividing the island into lots in an attempt to raise
money and encourage others to settle, Slany played a pivotal role in the negotiations, dealing
with people such as Sir Percival Willoughby, William Vaughan, William Payne and George
Calvert. After the Bristol merchants broke with the Newfoundland Company, in about 1616, the
Cupids colony, sometimes called the London Plantation, continued as the company’s centre of
operations on the island and Slany was sometimes referred to as its governor.17 Slany and his
brother Humphrey also seem to have used Cupids as a base of operations for collecting and
storing salt cod prior to shipment to market in southern Europe.18 Writing in 1627, William
Payne described John Slany as “Governour of the whole land”. 19
Sir Percival Willoughby
A member of the Kentish branch of the
Willoughby d’Eresby family, and cousin of 17th
century arctic explorer Sir Hugh Willoughby, Sir
Percival acquired estates at Wollaton,
Nottinghamshire when he married his distant
cousin Bridget Willoughby. Willoughby was
appointed to the council of the Newfoundland
Company and granted all the land north of a line
running from Carbonear, Conception Bay to
Heart’s Content, Trinity Bay. In 1612 he sent out
his first colonists, including his son Thomas, and
his agent Henry Crout. Willoughby hoped they
would survey his land and begin settling but fear
of pirates forced them to stay in Renews most of
2. Sir Percival Willoughby, University of Nottingham. the summer and spend much of the rest of their
time at Cupids before returning to England the
next year.20 In 1616 he sent out another party, including Crout and Thomas, to build a house on
his land in Carbonear but they abandoned their plans and, once again, spent the winter at
Cupids.21
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However, Sir Percival persevered. By 1618, Thomas Rowley, who had been living in
Newfoundland since at least 1612, was acting as Willoughby’s agent and making plans to build a
house in Carbonear and establish a plantation on Willoughby’s land in New Perlican.22 We know
little of Rowley’s activities after 1620 but he was still in Newfoundland in 1628. We also know
that there were settlers living in Carbonear by at least 1627. By 1631, Nicholas Guy, whose wife
had given birth to the first English child in Canada at Cupids in 1613, was living on
Willoughby’s land in Carbonear and acting as his agent.23 Willoughby died in 1643 but the Guy
family continued on in Carbonear.24 John Guy, almost certainly Nicholas’ son, was one of eleven
planters listed in the 1677 census as living in Carbonear and he appears to have been one of the
most prosperous on the English Shore. That census also lists a Nicholas Guy living at Carbonear
with his wife and three children. This was probably the elder Nicholas’ grandson. 25
John Mason
John Mason was a native of King’s Lynn in Norfolk. In 1610 he was commissioned by James I
to put down the pirates know as the Redshanks in the Hebrides and it may, in part, have been his
experience dealing with pirates that led to him being appointed the second governor of the
Cupids colony in 1615. Mason and his wife Anne, arrived at Cupids in 1616.26 The threat of
piracy was very real at the time and between 1618 and 1619 Mason rescued three Portuguese and
two French ships from pirates in the waters around the island.27 He also spent time charting the
island and the map he produced, first published in 1625, was, as Gillian Cell says, “the first
English map of Newfoundland known to have been compiled in part from personal survey.”28 In
the autumn of 1619 Mason and his wife returned to England and the next year Mason published
A Brief Discourse of the Newfoundland, which provided information on the island’s climate,
plant life and fishery.29 That same year the Newfoundland Company petitioned the crown for a
commission to put down piracy in Newfoundland and in May 1620 Mason and William Bushell
were given a commission and command of a 320 ton, armed vessel, the Peter and Andrew with
which to carry it out.30 We do not know exactly when Mason finally left Newfoundland.
According to the inscription on his map, he spent seven years on the island and he seems to have
retained an interest in its affairs until at least 1623. In September of that year, Richard Newall
wrote a letter to Mason from Cupids in which he discussed some of Mason’s fishery-related
business on the island.31 After Mason left Newfoundland, he held a number of positions
including paymaster for the English army. He also was active in promoting settlement in New
England although he never set foot there. He was appointed Vice-Admiral of New England in
21
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1635 but died while making plans to visit his colony in New Hampshire in December of that
year.32
Richard Hayman, the Bristol Merchants and Harbour Grace
The fact that all twelve members of Newfoundland Company’s council were based in London
had been a bone of contention with the Bristol merchants almost from the beginning. Their break
with the company probably had its origin when John Guy left Cupids in the spring of 1613.33 In a
letter written to Henry Crout in December 1614, Guy expressed his concern that the whole
venture might fail if “so stoniehearted a pennyfather” as Slany retained control. 34 It seems that
the Bristol planters had left Cupids for Harbour Grace by the winter of 1616. Certainly, by 1617
a second colony, named Bristol’s Hope and based in Harbour Grace, had received its charter.
The colony’s only know governor was Robert Hayman. A native of Exeter in Devon, Hayman
may have owed his appointment to the fact that his brother-in-law was master of the Bristol
Merchant Venturers at the time the colony was founded.35 Hayman’s appointment may have
been mainly an honorary one. He is best known as the author of the first English book of poetry
in the New World, Qvodlebits, which he wrote at Harbour Grace during his tenure there and
published in London in 1628.36
Still, the colony seems to have done well. In 1622 Richard Whitbourne reported that, “Diuers
Worshipfull Citizens of the City of Bristoll, ... have vndertaken to plant a large Circuit of that
Country, and have maintained a Colony of his Maiesties subjects there any time these fiue years,
...[and] haue builded there faire houses, and done many other good seruices, ...[and] liue there
very pleasantly.”37 The practical Bristol merchants understood the business of the Newfoundland
trade and used that knowledge to their advantage. Although the colony is sometimes said to have
failed, the evidence does not support such an assertion. The original company set up by the
Bristol merchants eventually folded but the colony continued and the links between Harbour
Grace, Bristol, and the markets in southern Europe remained strong. The 1677 census lists nine
planters living at Harbour Grace with their families and servants38 and, in 1696, the mayor of
Bristol declared that ‘the trade of this city [in Newfoundland] lies at Harbour de Grace and the
places adjacent’. Indeed, Harbour Grace remained Bristol’s main port in Newfoundland until
well into the 19th century.39 Unfortunately, Robert Hayman did not fare so well. In November
1628 he set off on an expedition to explore Guiana. He died there, “of a burning fever and of a
fluxe”, one year later.40
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William Payne and the St. John’s Lot

3. St. John's, circa 1675. Showing the location of a number of plantations including Oxfords and Downings.

In 1617, London merchant William Payne and a number of other investors submitted a proposal
to the Newfoundland Company to purchase the St. John’s lot, an area consisting of all the land
north of a line drawn from Petty Harbour west to Conception Bay. The investors were awarded
the lot and, shortly after, Payne became a member of the Company’s council.41 Payne and his
partners struggled to attract investment and settlers and it appears that, in either 1624 or 1625,
the first permanent settlers took up residence in St. John’s. Prior to this some colonists had spent
the winter of 1622-23 in the harbour. In 1622, Sir William Alexander sent over a group of
settlers in an attempt to establish a colony in Nova Scotia but, instead, they spent the winter in
St. John’s.42 This is the first documented account of Europeans overwintering in St. John’s and
may have been arranged between Payne and Alexander as an alternative should the Nova Scotia
plantation not proceed as planned. It is worth noting that Richard Newall, who, among other
things, assisted Alexander’s colonists in 1623, mentions communicating with William Payne
while on the island.43 Although Alexander’s settlers overwintered in St. John’s, when Alexander
published his An Encouragement to Colonies in 1624, he mentions Cupids, Harbour Grace,
Ferryland and Renews as places in Newfoundland that had been successfully settled, but not St.
John’s. However, less than two years later, in a letter to Sir Percival Willoughby dated February
13, 1626, John Slany states that there “are now plantations in St. Iones” and, in a letter written on
41
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November 2, 1627, William Payne reported that at St. John’s, “the ice [has been] broken and
some howses already built.” In 1627, Payne also entered into discussions with Secretary of State,
Sir Edward Conway in an attempt to convince him to invest in the St. John’s lot.44 Little is
known about William Payne’s activities after 1627 but it is clear that settlement in St. John’s
continued. When the merchant John Downing arrived in Newfoundland in 1641, he settled in St.
John’s and both he and his son, also called John, became major planters in the town. 45 In a
petition to the Board of Trade written in 1680, the St. John’s planter Thomas Oxford claimed that
his family, “have been possessed of houses stages etc. in the said Harbour of St. John’s for about
seventy years”.46 Unless he is referring to structures related to the migratory fishery, Oxford’s
statement is probably an exaggeration. However, it is possible that his ancestors were among the
people who settled on Payne’s lot in the 1620s.
Sir William Vaughan
Sir William Vaughan was the second son of Walter Vaughan of Golden Grove, Carmarthenshire,
Wales. He received his B.A. and M.A. from Oxford and, later, a Doctor of Law in Vienna. In
about 1605 he married and settled at Llangyndeyrn where he became a justice of the peace.
Concerned about the poverty he saw around him in Wales, and aware of the prosperity arising
from the Newfoundland fishery just across the Severn in Devon, he seized on the idea of
establishing a Welsh colony on the island.47 In 1616 he received a grant from the Newfoundland
Company of all the land on the southern Avalon south of a line running from Calvert (Caplin
Bay) west to Placentia Bay and in 1617 he sent out his first colonists.48 The would-be colonists
appear to have spent their first winter in Aquaforte.49 When Richard Whitbourne, who Vaughan
hired to oversee his colony, arrived the next summer, he found them in a sorry state, having, he
says, sheltered all winter in the shacks left behind by the migratory fishermen and done little or
nothing to provide for themselves. To add to their difficulties, one of Whitbourne’s two ships,
carrying provisions and additional settlers, was attacked by pirates. Whitbourne sent most of the
colonists home and moved the six that remained to Renews where they built a house and spent
the winter. The following summer they returned to Wales.50 In his book, The Newlanders Cure,
published in 1630, Vaughan states that after these two attempts, “finding the Burthen too heauy
for my weake Shoulders,”, he divided up the northern half of his grant between Henry Cary and
George Calvert.51 Although Vaughan held on to the hope of establishing a colony in
44
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Newfoundland for many years, and wrote several books promoting settlement on the island, it
seems clear that no further attempt to establish a colony took place and it was left to Cary and
Calvert to settle the southern Avalon.52
Henry Cary, Lord Falkland
Henry Cary came from an old and wellconnected family, related to Elizabeth I
through Anne Boleyn. His father, Sir
Edward Cary, had served as master of the
jewel house under both Elizabeth I and
James I. Educated at Oxford, Cary fought
in France and the Netherlands before
being appointed comptroller of the royal
household and made a privy councilor in
1617. In 1621 he was appointed viscount
Falkland and, the next year, lord deputy
of Ireland. Falkland’s father-in-law, Sir
Lawrence Tanfield, was one of the
original investors in the Newfoundland
Company and he knew George Calvert
through his connections at court and in
Ireland. He also may have known
William Vaughan at Oxford.53 In 1620
Cary received a grant from Vaughan
which consisted of a six mile wide strip
extending from Renews north to a point
halfway between Aquaforte and
Fermeuse and west to Placentia Bay
(South Falkland). That same year he
received a huge grant of land extending
from the north side of Trinity Bay north to
about 51 degrees latitude and west to the
west coast (North Falkland). Falkland’s colony was unique in that he planned to recruit investors
and colonists from both England and Ireland. Falkland also hired Richard Whitbourne, who
dedicated his A Discovrse Containing a Loving Invitation to him, to act as his advisor and it was
Falkland who later knighted Whitbourne. It is unlikely that Falkland ever visited Newfoundland.
Instead, in 1623, he sent out his first colonists under Sir Francis Tanfield, probably one of his
wife’s cousins, to establish a colony at Renews. The official colony continued until at least 1626.
Gillian Cell has suggested that Falkland probably lost interest in the enterprise after he left
Ireland in 1629 but speculates that some settlers may have remained54
4. Henry Cary, Lord Falkland.
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Sir Henry Salusbury
Sir Henry Salusbury was William Vaughan’s brother-in-law. In around 1626 he received two
grants of land in Newfoundland from Lord Falkland. A southern grant which extended from the
southern limit of Lord Baltimore’s colony south to Fermeuse and west to Placentia Bay and a
northern grant encompassing a large area on the north side of Trinity Bay and extending to the
west coast of the island. Salusbury seems to have undertaken extensive preparations for his
colony, including seeking instructions from John Guy and Nicholas Guy but it appears that no
settlement was ever established.55
George Calvert, Lord Baltimore

5. George Calvert, Lord Baltimore.

Educated at Oxford and appointed
private secretary to James I’s Secretary
of State, Robert Cecil, in 1606, Calvert
was knighted in 1617 and himself
became Secretary of State in 1619.56 In
1620 he acquired the northernmost
portion of William Vaughan’s grant
extending from a point halfway
between Aquaforte and Fermeuse,
north to Caplin Bay (present day
Calvert) and west to Placentia Bay.
According to William Vaughan, it was
his brother, John Vaughan, the Earle of
Carbery and Baron of Molingar, who
advised him to grant some of his land
to Calvert.57 In 1621 he sent his first
colonists to Ferryland under the
command of the Welshman, Captain
Edward Wynne. A second group of
colonists arrived in 1622 and the same
year Calvert petitioned the crown to
have his grant enlarged. In December
of that year he was issued a grant of all
of Newfoundland but, three months
later, probably as a result of protests
from the Newfoundland Company and
others land holders, a second charter,
“the Charter of Avalon” was issued by
which Calvert received a much smaller
grant bordering on Falkland’s land to
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the south, the St. John’s Plantation to the north, and extending west to Placentia Bay. By 1625
the Ferryland colony, with about 100 inhabitants, was reported to be the most prosperous on the
island. That same year, Calvert resigned as secretary of state, declared himself a Catholic,
received the title of Lord Baltimore, and began making plans to settle in his new colony which he
hope would provide a refuge for himself and his fellow Catholics.58
Calvert paid a visit to the island in 1627 and, the next year, moved to Ferryland with his family.
It was not to be a pleasant stay. Conflict between England and France had spread across the
Atlantic and Calvert found himself protecting the English fishery and plantations against French
raiders. Religious tensions also flared when Anglican clergyman, Erasmus Stourton, objected to
the Catholic presence in the colony and was expelled. To add to the difficulties, the winter of
1628-29 was the worst since the colony had been founded. Half of the 100 colonists were sick
with what was probably scurvy and ten died.59 The next year Calvert and his family left the
colony “where” he wrote, “with one intolerable winter were we almost undone.”60 Turning his
attention farther south, he petitioned the crown for a charter to establish another colony. He died
before the charter was granted leaving it to his son, Cecil, to found a plantation in Maryland. 61
However, although their attention shifted to the south, the Calverts did not lose interest in their
Newfoundland colony and it was not abandoned. They appointed a series of caretakers to
oversee its operation. As late as the 1650s there were settlers living in Ferryland who could still
remember Lord Baltimore and, after the Restoration, in 1660, Cecil Calvert petitioned for and
once again was granted control of the colony62.
Sir David Kirke
David Kirke was the son of Gervase Kirke, a Derbyshire merchant with business interests in
London and Dieppe. In 1627 Gervase was one of a number of London merchants who formed a
company to trade in the St. Lawrence region of Canada but, when war broke out between
England and France, the company’s activities quickly shifted from mercantile to military and, in
1629, a force led by David Kirke and his brothers captured Quebec and the rest of French
Canada and held it until peace was declared in 1632. It may have been at this time that Kirke first
came up with the idea of establishing a colony in Newfoundland.63 In 1637, Kirke, a number of
other merchants, the Marquise of Hamilton and the Earls of Pembroke and Holland came
together and submitted a petition to the crown requesting permission to form a company for the
colonization of Newfoundland. Of course, Kirke and his partners were aware that there were
already English settlements on the island even though most of the early proprietors who founded
them had either died or were well advanced in years. The “Grant of Newfoundland” received
royal approval in November of that year. 64
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In the summer of 1638, Kirke arrived at Ferryland, evicted the Calvert’s caretaker, Charles Hill,
and set himself up in Calvert’s “mansion house”. By the fall of 1639, roughly 100 new colonists
had arrived, most of whom appear to have settled at Ferryland. Kirke carried on a busy and
lucrative fishing operation in Newfoundland. In the early 1650s he had at least 30 fishing boats
operating along the coast. 65 However, this was not Kirk and his partners’ only source of income.
The grant allowed them to collect a 5 per cent tax on all foreigner ships fishing in Newfoundland
and this seems to have been strictly enforced. In 1638 Kirke’s brother Lewis was in Trinity Bay
collecting tax from Dutch and Basque ships, in 1639 Kirke and his partners sent out ships to
police the fishery, and in 1640 a Captain Cranfield was reported collecting taxes for Kirke from
Basques fishermen in Trinity Bay.66 Kirke also collected an annual fee, or rent, from planters for
their house and fishing rooms, charged a fee to planters operating taverns, and is said to have
encouraged planters to operate taverns so that he could charge the fee.67 Kirke’s activities in
Newfoundland were a success but, as a Royalist, his fortunes took a turn for the worst in 1649
with the execution of Charles I and the establishment of the Commonwealth. Both the Earle of
Holland and the Marquise of Hamilton were executed later in the year for their Royalist
sympathies and, in 1651, Oliver Cromwell’s government appointed a commission to look into
Kirke’s activities in Newfoundland. Recalled to England and imprisoned, he died there early in
165468. Despite Kirke’s death, the Ferryland colony continued and other settlements took hold
around it. Kirke’s wife and four sons remained and ran successful fishing enterprises until the
devastating French attack of 1697.69

Legacy
Although early settlement in Newfoundland did not take the form the members of the
Newfoundland Company had envisioned, the actions of various company members, and others
associated with the company, did lay the foundations for settlement in Newfoundland. By 1630,
twenty years after the founding of the Cupids colony, small settlements had been established at
Cupids, Harbour Grace, Carbonear, St. John’s, Ferryland and, possibly, Renews 70. These
settlements, taken together, probably contained no more than about 200 people71 but they formed
small centers around which other settlements would eventually take hold. The Kirke family’s
activities in Ferryland, beginning in 1638, provided a further boost to settlement, especially on
the Southern Shore. Sir John Berry’s list, compiled in 1675, records 1655 English settlers living
in 28 communities on the English Shore.72 D’Iberville’s devastating raid in 1696-1697 left much
of the English Shore in ruins but people soon returned and began to rebuild. A document
compiled in 1698, just one year after the raid, states that 44 settlements on the English Shore had
been reoccupied.73 And a list of inhabitants compiled in 1699 records 3099 English settlers on
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the island.74 Of course, the total population of the island would have been larger. French
settlement began in 1664 and it has been estimated that by 1687 there were roughly 1000 French
settlers living on the island, mostly in Placentia Bay and Fortune Bay.75 And there were small
bands of Beothuk and Mi’kmiq in the interior.
The whole question of 17th century population estimates is a complicated one. As a number of
scholars have pointed out, a large proportion of the island’s English population during this period
consisted of servants, many of whom probably stayed only a few years, and some planter
families were transatlantic extended families whose members moved back and forth between
Newfoundland and the Britain.76 However, some servants did remain on the island, some even
became planters or married into planter families, and some transatlantic extended families had
enduring connections to Newfoundland that lasted for generations. Other planter families had
very deep roots indeed. Nicholas Guy’s family remained in Carbonear throughout the 17th
century; James Hill, who wrote his last will and testament at Cupids in March 1674, is probably
the same Master Hill who was living there in the 1620s; 77 John Oxford, writing in St. John’s in
1680, claimed a connection to that place extending back to the early 17th century; and at least
five families, Davies, Lee, Love (Lowe), Poole and Taylor, living on the Southern Shore in the
1670s could trace their origins back to Baltimore’s colony, founded in 162178. In a very real
sense, these early families, about whom we sometime know very little, were the real pioneers of
17th century English Newfoundland. English settlement would have taken hold in Newfoundland
at some point during the 17th century but it would not have begun as early or unfolded in quite
the way it did without the efforts of these early colonizers and pioneers.
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