
  

  

Headstone   in   the   Garden   
by   Wanda   Garrett,   Southwest   Arm   Historical   Society   

  
On   14   May   1887   a   young   married   woman,   Elizabeth   
(Seward)   Smith   died   in   Fox   Harbour   (now   called   
Southport),   Trinity   Bay.   So   why   is   this   interesting?   
Well,   let   me   tell   you!   

  
Elizabeth   was   born   in   1863   in   Gooseberry   Cove   to   
Richard   and   Hannah   (Shaw)   Seward.   Elizabeth   was   
baptized   and   brought   up   in   the   small   Roman   
Catholic   Church   in   Gooseberry   Cove.   Most   of   the   
families   in   the   area   were   either   Church   of   England   
or   Methodists,   but   a   few   Seward   families   were   
Roman   Catholic.   

  
In   1884,   Elizabeth   married   a   bachelor,   Thomas   
Smith,   from   the   neighbouring   community   of   Fox   
Harbour.   Now   Thomas’   religion   was   Church   of   
England.   The   young   couple   travelled   to   New   
Perlican,   where   the   Sewards   were   originally   from,   
to   be   married   in   the   Church   of   England.   They   
returned   to   Fox   Harbour   to   begin   their   married   life   
together.   

  
Elizabeth   gave   birth   to   their   daughter,   Lilian,   on   the   
7   May   1887.   Lilian   was   baptized   the   day   she   was   
born   in   the   Church   of   England.   Sadly,   one   week   
after   the   birth   of   Lilian,   Elizabeth   passed   away.   And   
even   more   sadly,   baby   Lilian   passed   away   when   she   
was   only   three   weeks   old   on   28   May   1887.   

  
  

  
Both   Elizabeth’s   and   Lilian’s   burials   are   recorded   in   
the   Church   of   England   records   for   Saint   Alban   the   
Martyr   Anglican   Church,   Gooseberry   Cove.   

  
  

  
Headstone   Inscription:   

In   Loving   Memory   of   Elizabeth   
Daughter   of   

Richard   Seward.   Sen     
Died   May   17,   1887   

Aged   24   years   
Also   her   infant   daughter   Mary   

The   Lord   is   my   shepherd   prophet   
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Now   for   the   interesting   part.   

  
Elizabeth   and   her   daughter   were   not   buried   in   the   
Anglican   Cemetery,   even   though   their   burials   are   
recorded   in   the   Anglican   Church   records.   It   seems   
there   might   have   been   a   disagreement   between   
her   husband   and   her   father   on   where   Elizabeth   and   
Lilian   should   be   buried   –   in   the   Anglican   Cemetery   
or   in   the   Roman   Catholic   Cemetery.   In   the   end,   
they   weren’t   buried   in   either   cemetery.   

  
They   were   buried   in   a   garden   in   Gooseberry   Cove,   
not   too   far   away   from   the   Anglican   Cemetery.   Her   
father,   Richard   Seward,   put   up   a   headstone   in   their   
memory.   It   is   also   interesting   to   note   that   he   listed   
his   grand-daughter’s   name   as   Mary,   not   Lilian   as   
she   was   baptized!   

  

  
Death   announcement,   Evening   Mercury,   31   May  
1887   

  
To   learn   more   about   this   area   of   our   province,   visit   

the   Southwest   Arm   Historical   Society   website   at   
www.swahsociety.com   

  
  

Sticks   &   Stones   
  

By   Lara   Maynard,   Heritage   Skills   Training   
Coordinator   

  
Heritage   NL   is   excited   to   kick   off   a   series   of   
traditional   skills   workshops   this   summer!   First   up   
will   be   a   workshop   on   properly   cleaning   old   
headstones   on    July   7   in   Cape   Broyle .   Robyn   Lacy   
and   Ian   Petty   of   Black   Cat   Cemetery   Preservation   
will   show   participants   the   right   cleaning   solutions,   

equipment   and   techniques   to   use   so   that   you   don’t   
do   more   damage   than   good.   And   then   in   August,   
they’ll   lead   a   daylong   workshop   on   repairing  
damaged   headstones   and   re-erecting   fallen   ones.   
Check   out   episode   202   of   the   Living   Heritage   
Podcast   where   Robyn   and   Ian   chatted   with   
Heritage   NL’s   Dale   Jarvis   about   their   cemetery   
preservation   work:   
https://anchor.fm/living-heritage/episodes/Ep202 
-Black-Cat-Cemetery-Preservation-et05ta     

  
On    July   17,   Heritage   New   Perlican    will   host  
participants   at   the   Heritage   Landing   to   learn   to   
build   a   wriggle   fence   (also   known   as   a   wiggling   or   
wriggling   fence,   wiggle   fence,   riddle   fence   and   by   
other   names).   They   are   the   most   unique   of   local   
fence   types   and   useful   in   your   garden   to   support   
climbing   plants,   for   a   bit   of   a   wind   block   or   to   keep   
animals   out.   Get   a   wiggle   on   and   join   us   at   the   
workshop,   and   in   the   meantime,   here’s   a   primer   on   
traditional   fences   in   our   province:   
https://heritagefoundation.ca/wp-content/uploads 
/2018/01/Traditional-Fence-Building-in-Newfound 
land-and-Labrador.pdf     

  

  
  

In   the   early   fall,   things   will   be   rocking   in   Brigus   
when   dry   stone   waller   Ken   Tuach   from    NL   
Flagstone    in   Pynn’s   Brook   on   the   west   coast   will   
lead   two   dry   stone   wall   workshops.   Ken   is   a   
certified   dry   stone   waller   who   descends   from   
generations   of   Scottish   stone   masons.   Perhaps   
we’ll   be   able   to   tempt   him   to   do   an   interview   for   our   

https://anchor.fm/living-heritage/episodes/Ep202-Black-Cat-Cemetery-Preservation-et05ta
https://anchor.fm/living-heritage/episodes/Ep202-Black-Cat-Cemetery-Preservation-et05ta
https://heritagefoundation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Traditional-Fence-Building-in-Newfoundland-and-Labrador.pdf
https://heritagefoundation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Traditional-Fence-Building-in-Newfoundland-and-Labrador.pdf
https://heritagefoundation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Traditional-Fence-Building-in-Newfoundland-and-Labrador.pdf
http://nlflagstone.com/
http://nlflagstone.com/
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Living   Heritage   Podcast   to   tell   us   about   his   family   
history   and   trade.     

  
In   the   meanwhile,   whet   your   appetite   for   stone   
work   by   listening   to   episode   204   featuring   Dan   
Snow,   a   master   dry   stone   artist   from   Vermont   who   
led   workshops   for   the   English   Harbour   Arts   
Association   in   Trinity   Bay   a   few   years   ago:   
https://anchor.fm/living-heritage/episodes/Ep204 
-Dry-stone-wall-building-and-its-place-in-Newfou 
ndlands-heritage--with-Dan-Snow-eu1a4p     

  
Keep   an   eye   on   your   email   and   Heritage   NL’s   
website   and   social   media   pages   for   dates   and   
registration   details   for   these   and   other   workshops   
coming   soon,   and   we   hope   to   see   you   at   a   
workshop   or   two!   

  
  

Inside   Metamora,   Holyrood   
By   Michael   Philpott,   Heritage   NL   

  

  
  

Metamora   is   a   two-storey   house   with   a   central   bay   
window   and   one-storey   addition   overlooking   Main   
Beach   in   Holyrood,   NL.   The   house   retains   two   
original   front   windows   with   raincap,   bracket,   and   
dentil   details   which   provide   evidence   for   the   fine   
carpentry   it   boasted   at   the   time   it   was   built.   The   
name   of   “Capt.   J.   Lewis,   Holyrood,”   is   written   on   a   
board   inside   a   barn   at   the   rear   of   the   house.   The   

property   has   several   landscape   features   including   a   
concrete-and-beachstone   retaining   wall   and   a   
copse   of   what   appear   to   be   mature   beech   trees.   

  

  
  

The   Metamora   property   is   part   of   a   tract   believed   
to   have   been   purchased   from   the   bankrupt   
merchant   firm   of   Hugh   Danson,   circa   1831,   by   
Nicholas   and   Mary   (Walsh)   O’Keefe.   Upon   their   
death   it   passed   to   daughter   Mary   and   husband   
Philip   Lewis.   The   Lewis   family   took   advantage   of   
the   property’s   location   -   a   day’s   journey   from   St.   
John’s   along   a   thoroughfare   to   Conception   Bay   
North   -   to   establish   a   roadside   inn.   Mary   and   Philip   
had   13   children,   all   but   three   of   whom   died   young.   
Son   John   was   born   in   1867   and   inherited   the   land   
on   which   Metamora   is   built   (Lewis   notes).   

  

  
Maritime   History   Archive   PF-055.2-A023   

  

https://anchor.fm/living-heritage/episodes/Ep204-Dry-stone-wall-building-and-its-place-in-Newfoundlands-heritage--with-Dan-Snow-eu1a4p
https://anchor.fm/living-heritage/episodes/Ep204-Dry-stone-wall-building-and-its-place-in-Newfoundlands-heritage--with-Dan-Snow-eu1a4p
https://anchor.fm/living-heritage/episodes/Ep204-Dry-stone-wall-building-and-its-place-in-Newfoundlands-heritage--with-Dan-Snow-eu1a4p
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John   Lewis   (1867-1922)   earned   his   master’s   ticket   
at   19   years   of   age,   quickly   becoming   an   
accomplished   captain   and   one   of   the   colony’s   
“most   successful   fish-killers”   (Evening   Telegram   
1916).   He   married   Elizabeth   (Lizzie)   Veitch   in   1895   
and   had   the   present   house   built   circa   1899,   moving   
in,   according   to   family   lore,   on   February   28th,   
1900.     

  
Lewis   named   the   house   after   his   two-masted   
banking   schooner,    Metamora ,   built   in   1902   in   
Gloucester,   MA,   USA.   In   1904   Lewis   was   elected   
MHA   under   Robert   Bond.     

  
Beginning   in   1920   he   acted   as   an   international   
commercial   agent   and   negotiator,   first   for   the   
government   in   Spain   and   later   for   A.E.   Hickman   in   
Italy.   He   was   elected   again   as   MHA   for   Harbour   
Main   in   1921,   but   died   in   Naples   after   contracting   
typhoid   fever   in   1922   (ENL).   

  
John   and   Lizzie’s   son,   Philip   J.   Lewis   (1900-85),   
was   a   lawyer   likewise   drawn   to   politics    Called   to   
the   bar   in   1926,   he   was   elected   in   his   father’s   
former   district,   Harbour   Main,   in   1928,   and   again   in   
1932.   Lewis   first   opposed   Confederation   but   later   
joined   Smallwood’s   camp.   In   1951   he   was   elected   as   
a   Liberal   and   appointed   Minister   without   portfolio,   
staying   until   1971   (ENL).     

  
Metamora   was   used   seasonally   by   Lizzie   Lewis   
until   her   death   in   1958   when   it   transferred   to   Philip,   
a   resident   of   St.   John’s.   In   the   late   1900s   a   raised   
floor   was   installed   on   the   ground   level   and   both   
interior   and   exterior   of   the   house   were   modernized   
save   for   several   windows,   mantels,   and   the   central   
stair.   

  

  
  

Metamora   is   undergoing   a   metamorphosis   today   as   
it   is   turned   into   a   home   once   again.   Its   new   owner   
and   her   crew   have   uncovered   wide   interior   
sheathing   boards,   a   substantial   log   floor   structure   
resting   on   dry   earth   (above),   and   several   pairs   of   
shoes.     

  
Talismans   have   long   been   hidden   in   houses   for   
good   luck,   or   to   ward   off   evil,   and   concealed   shoes   
in   particular   have   been   well-documented   in   
Atlantic   Canada   on   the   Facebook   page    Shoes   in   
Walls .   These   shoes,   laced   and   ready   to   wear,   have   
been   returned   to   their   resting   place   in   hope   for   
another   bountiful   generation   at   Metamora.   

  

  
  
  
  

https://www.facebook.com/Shoes-in-Walls-1028258950564842
https://www.facebook.com/Shoes-in-Walls-1028258950564842
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Heritage   Buildings   Report:   
Ashbourne   Premises   
By   Andrea   O’Brien,   Heritage   NL   

  
The   Ashbourne   Premises,   located   on   the   eastern   
side   of   Twillingate   Harbour,   has   been   a   fixture   on   
the   community’s   landscape   for   generations.   The   
Longhouse,   Office,   and   Shop   are   only   part   of   a   
much   larger   mercantile   premises   that   once   
included   large   warehouses,   various   fish   and   seal   
stores,   a   lumber   yard   and   wharves.     

  
Longhouse   with   veranda,   date   unknown.   

Source:   Heritage   NL   files.   

Constructed   in   the   early   1800s,   the   Longhouse   is   
one   of   the   oldest   private   residences   in   Twillingate,   
and   possibly   in   the   province.   The   Office   and   the   
Shop   were   both   built   some   time   prior   to   1883,   
before   the   property   belonged   to   the   Ashbournes.   
The   three   remaining   buildings   are   designated   
Registered   Heritage   Structures   by   Heritage   NL.   
They   form   a   valuable   collection   which   reflects   the   
scale   of   an   outport   merchant’s   operations   in   the   
19th   and   20th   centuries.   While   fishing,   sealing,   and   
shipping   shaped   so   much   of   our   history,   existing   
collections   of   mercantile   architecture   are   rare.   

  
A   series   of   owners   were   influential   in   the   economic   
and   political   evolution   of   the   province.   William   
Menchinton,   owner   from   1800-1852,   operated   a   
large   mercantile   establishment   in   Twillingate.   
Edwin   Duder   Sr.,   the   owner   of   a   St.   John’s-based   
mercantile   firm,   purchased   Menchinton’s   premises   

in   Twillingate   in   1852.   His   son   Edwin   Jr.   took   over   
the   firm   in   1881.     

  

  Edwin   Duder   Jr.  
Source:   Facebook,   Twillingate   and     

the   Isles   History   Group     

  
William   Ashbourne   bought   the   property   in   1897,   
after   Duder’s   firm   was   ruined   by   the   Bank   Crash   of   
1894.   William’s   son   Thomas   inherited   the   property   
following   his   father’s   death   in   1922.   

Ashbourne   Office,   2021.  
Source:   Heritage   NL.   

Considering   historical   themes   alone,   previous   
owner   Thomas   Ashbourne   was   witness   to   many   
events   that   shaped   Newfoundland   and   Labrador’s   
development.   He   was   a   member   of   the   House   of   
Assembly   pre-Confederation.   He   was   elected   to   the   
National   Convention   and   travelled   to   Ottawa   to   
discuss   terms   of   union   with   Canada.   Following   
Confederation   he   was   elected   to   the   House   of   
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Commons.   Thomas   Ashbourne   died   in   1984   and   the   
property   remains   under   the   ownership   of   
Ashbourne   descendants.   

  
During   a    People,   Places   and   Culture   workshop   
hosted   by   Heritage   NL   in   Twillingate   in   May   2021,   
participants   ranked   the   Ashbourne   Premises   as   
one   of   the   community’s   top   cultural   assets.   Oral   
histories   associated   with   the   Ashbourne   Premises   
provide   a   deeper   understanding   of   their   value.   A   
quick   social   media   review   shows   that   mentions   and   
pictures   of   the   premises   elicit   a   flood   of   memories   
and   stories.   Ashbournes   Limited   was   involved   in   
many   mercantile   ventures   -   from   selling   candy   to   
international   shipping.   The   posts   found   on   social   
media   are   surely   just   the   tip   of   a   Twillingate   
iceberg   when   it   comes   to   Ashbourne   related   
memories   and   stories.   

  
It   is   hoped   that   Heritage   NL's   recent   work   in   
Twillingate   is   the   beginning   of   a   more   indepth   look   
at   this   wonderful   collection   of   buildings   and   the   
stories   they   have   to   tell.   

  
Read   a   full   report   on   the   Ashbourne   Premises   at:     
https://heritagefoundation.ca/wp-content/uploads 
/2021/06/020-The-Ashbourne-Premises.pdf     

  
  

Letter   to   the   Editor:   
  

Listened   to   your   interview   on   CBC   radio,   April   8/21   
and   found   it   interesting   and   made   me   think   of   a   lot   
of   different   smells   that   bring   me   back   in   time.   

  
I   have   many   smells   that   bring   me   back   from   foods   
to   gas.    There   are   two   I   thought   about   while   
listening   to   your   interview.   First,   I   thought   about   
the   smell   of   furnace   oil   which   leaves   me   thinking   of   
my   childhood   home   (Tunis   Court).    We   always   had   a   
coal   furnace   and   I   was   always   having   to   put   coal   in   
and   clean   out   the   ashes   plus   light   the   fire   if   it   went   
out   during   the   nights.    When   the   oil   furnace   was   
installed   I   said   I   finally   don't   have   to   light   the   fire   

again   or   clean   up   the   ashes   which   was   always   a   
dirty   job   plus   the   house   would   be   that   much   more   
cleaner   and   my   mother   was   happy   about   that.   

  
Secondly   I   thought   about   the   smell   of   poly-bond   
(auto   body   filler)   .   The   smell   always   reminds   me   of   
"spring."    When   I   tell   people   this   they   always   look   at   
me   in   a   strange   way.   

  

  

Simpsons-Sears   advertisement,   1961.  
Source:   Daily   News,   1961-05-30.   

  
The   reason   I   think   of   spring   is   after   a   long   winter   
the   old   car   I   was   driving   was   looking   a   little   worn   
with   the   hole/s   of   rust   and   dents.    So   as   soon   as   the   
spring   came   my   friend/s   and   I   would   start   repairing   
the   cars   we   were   driving.    In   those   days   we   couldn't   
afford   to   bring   it   to   a   body   shop   and   had   to   do   it   
ourselves.    Plus   in   those   times   your   vehicle   had   to   
be   inspected   every   year   to   get   new   plates   for   the   
year.   I   remember   we   would   have   to   line   up   around   
the   Confederation   Building   as   that   was   where   
everyone   in   the   city   had   to   get   their   plates.   

https://heritagefoundation.ca/programs/ppc/
https://heritagefoundation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/020-The-Ashbourne-Premises.pdf
https://heritagefoundation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/020-The-Ashbourne-Premises.pdf
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Funny   how   you   forget   about   something   and   all   of   a   
sudden   you   smell   an   odor   which   transports   you   
back   in   time.   

  
Hope   you   can   use   this   in   one   of   your   talks   and   
watch   the   reaction   to   "body   filler   reminds   you   of   
spring."   

  
- Ches   Snow   

  
Editor’s   Note:   Thanks   Ches!   I’ll   definitely   use   this   
example!   Also,   we   love   mail,   so   if   anyone   else   has   a   
story   or   memory   to   share,   email   ich@heritagenl.ca   

  
  
  

Halls   Town:   A   Short   History   
By   Terra   Barrett,   Heritage   NL   

  
Halls   Town,   which   is   situated   on   the   shores   of   
North   River,   is   located   northwest   of   the   
communities   of   Clarke’s   Beach   and   North   River   in  
Conception   Bay,   Newfoundland   and   Labrador.   This  
area   was   initially   settled   by   families   predominantly   
from   Bareneed   and   Port   de   Grave.   

  

  
St.   George’s   Anglican   Church   in   Halls   Town   
Source:   Decks   Awash   Photographs.   Courtesy   of   
Archives   and   Special   Collections   on   Memorial   
University’s   Digital   Archives   Initiative.     

  
Local   legend   indicates   the   name,   Halls   Town,   can   
be   traced   to   Isaac   Hall,   who   made   his   home   in   the   

area   in   the   early   1800s   after   jumping   ship.   E.   R.   
Seary   noted   the   community   was   named   for   “Isaac   
Hall,   a   deserter   from   a   naval   vessel.”   Seary   also   
mentioned   the   family   name   was   prominent   in   the   
settlement,   and   in   the   1935   census   there   were   no   
fewer   than   13   families   of   Hall’s   in   the   community.   

  
Halls   Town   was   first   recorded   in   the   1857   census.   
At   that   time   there   were   four   Irish-born   settlers   and   
one   foreign-born   settler   noted   among   the   
thirty-two   families   in   the   community.   Most   of   the   
settlers   were   from   the   Port   de   Grave   Peninsula   and,   
unlike   North   River,   almost   all   of   the   198   residents   
were   Church   of   England,   although   there   were   
several   Roman   Catholic   families   and   a   few   
Wesleyans.   

  
The   1869   to   1891   census   figures   included   the   
community   of   Halls   Town   with   neighboring   North   
River,   and   together   they   had   a   population   of   
around   750.   It   is   likely   that   early   settlers   chose   the   
area   due   to   the   agricultural   potential   of   the   
river-bank   location.   Another   likely   factor   was   the   
scarcity   of   waterfront   property   in   nearby   and   
densely   settled   Clarke’s   Beach.   

  
Established   in   1902,   the   United   Towns   Electric   
Company   brought   electricity   to   Halls   Town   in   1930.   
The   company   extended   their   transmission   line   from   
North   River   to   Halls   Town   and   wired   at   least   25   
homes.   The   company   also   completed   some   
exploratory   work   on   the   iron   ore   deposits   at   Snows   
Pond.   

  
Newfoundland’s   1935   Provincial   Census   of   Port   de   
Grave   lists   the   following   family   names   living   in   
Halls   Town:   Anthony,   Ashford,   Boone,   Bradbury,   
Coveyduck,   Cummings,   Delaney,   Efford,   Fawcett,   
Fillier,   Hall,   Hurley,   Nelson,   Newell,   Mahoney,   
McCabe,   McGrath,   Morgan,   Morris,   Mugford,   
Retford,   Skanes,   Snow,   St.   Clair,   and   Stevens.   

  
Until   the   early   1900s   the   Labrador   fishery,   
small-scale   agriculture   and   woods   work   were   the   
major   industries   in   Halls   Town.   The   opening   of   the   
iron-ore   mines   on   Bell   Island   in   Conception   Bay   in   



  
Heritage   Update   084   -   June   2021                                                                                                                                   Page   8   

  

1895   saw   a   number   of   Halls   Town   residents   begin   
to   work   as   miners   for   half   of   the   year   and   sustain   
their   families   with   subsistence   farming   and   fishing   
during   the   remaining   six   months.   In   the   1940s   as   
part   of   the   Second   World   War   many   Halls   Town   
workers   were   employed   in   the   construction   of   the   
United   States   Navy   base,   Naval   Station   Argentia.     

  
In   the   1950s   and   1960s   the   nearby   communities   of   
Bareneed,   Port   de   Grave,   Bay   Roberts,   Carbonear   
and   Harbour   Grace   opened   fish   plants.   This,   
combined   with   the   creation   of   service   sector   jobs   in   
the   central   and   northern   Conception   Bay   region,   
saw   residents   of   Halls   Towns   finding   employment   
as   fish-plant   workers,   construction   workers,   clerks,   
teachers   and   administrators.     

  
As   noted   in   a   1986   Decks   Awash   article   on   Halls   
Town,   farming   used   to   be   much   more   popular.   One   
resident,   Beverley   Sparkes,   stated:     

  
There   used   to   be   lots   of   farms   here   but   the   
day   of   the   farmer   is   coming   to   an   end.   When   
I   was   small   you   could   go   anywhere   round   
the   bay   and   see   quite   large   farms.   People   
could   make   a   living,   but   that   way   of   life   has   
gone.     

  
  

  
North   River,   Sub-series   ,   Item   VA   15a-52.6.   C.   1940s.   
Source:   Newfoundland   Tourist   Development   Board   
photograph   collection.     Courtesy   of   The   Rooms.   

  

  
  

  
Heritage   NL   and   the   Town   of   North   River   are   

currently   working   on   a   project   to   document   the   
history   and   stories   of   the     

founding   families   of   North   River   /   Halls   Town.     
We   are   particularly   interested   in   old   recipes,   and   

would   love   to   include   a   recipe   linked   to     
every   family   name   in   the   community.      

  
If   you   have   a   memory   or   old   photo   to   share,   get   in   

touch   with   Terra   at    terra@heritagenl.ca .     
  

  
  

At   the   time   of   the   article,   Beverley   kept   a   garden,   
and   her   in-laws,   the   Sparkes,   had   a   huge   garden   
that   produced   enough   to   sell.   

  
After   1945   the   population   of   Halls   Town   remained   
steadily   around   300   residents,   and   in   1981   just   
seven   years   before   the   community   amalgamated   
with   North   River   the   census   noted   245   residents   of   
Halls   Town.     

  
Although   Halls   Town   and   North   River   were   once   
two   communities,   for   most   of   their   history   they   
could   be   considered   as   one.   There   wasn't   a   real   
division   until   1964   when   the   community   of   North   
River   was   incorporated.   The   two   communities   
became   one   again   in   1988   when   Halls   Town   
amalgamated   with   North   River.   In   the   2016   census   
North   River   boasts   a   population   of   570   people.   
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