
  

  

Current   Research:   Root   Cellar   Project   
By   Sarah   Roberts   

  
As   a   new   intern   with   Heritage   NL,   I   have   been   busy   researching   root   cellars   in   Newfoundland   and   
Labrador   to   learn   more   about   their   use   and   function,   types   of   root   cellars,   how   they   promote   food   
security,   and   root   cellar   folklore.     

  
A   root   cellar   is   an   underground   or   partially   underground   structure   that   is   used   to   preserve   
vegetables   and   protect   them   from   frost   through   the   winter   months.   Traditionally,   root   cellars   are   
built   into   natural   hillsides   by   digging   a   hole   in   the   earth   and   reinforcing   with   wood,   rock,   cement,   
and/or   other   material   before   covering   with   sod,   leaving   a   small   ground   level   or   hatch   door   for   access.   
The   walls   of   root   cellars   should   be   thick   enough,   approximately   fifty   centimeters,   in   order   for   the   
cellar   to   maintain   humidity   levels   and   a   temperature   above   freezing   level   to   preserve   vegetables   and   
any   other   food   items   stored   inside.     

  
Image:   Hillside   root   cellar   in   Brigus,   
Newfoundland   built   in   the   mid-1800s;   
photo   c.   2011,   Memorial   University   of   
Newfoundland   -   Digital   Archives   Initiative.     

  
The   use   of   cellars   in   the   province   dates   
back   to   the   early   seventeenth   century   at   
Cupids   where   settlers   from   England   built   
one   to   ensure   the   preservation   of   their   
vegetables   throughout   the   winter.     
Their   usage   to   preserve   foods   continued   
onwards   until   electricity   and   modern   
refrigeration   techniques   were   
introduced.   The   use   of   root   cellars   was   
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vital   to   survive   throughout   much   of   history   as   the   growing   season   here   is   quite   short,   and   what   we   
could   grow   was   once   limited.     

  
Currently,   I   am   conducting   research   on   root   cellars   in   the   province   to   create   a   community   story   
project   for   a   virtual   museum   exhibition   with   the   Digital   Museums   of   Canada,   titled   Heritage   
Underground   -   A   History   of   Root   Cellars   in   Newfoundland   and   Labrador.   The   goal   of   this   project   is   to   
inform   viewers   about   what   root   cellars   are,   the   many   types   and   functions   of   them,   and   the   folklore   
surrounding   them,   while   using   many   examples,   such   as   Elliston,   nicknamed   the   “Root   Cellar   Capital   
of   the   World.”   The   project   also   aims   to   provide   insight   into   how   root   cellar   technologies   can   aid   in   
restoring   food   security   to   our   province   and   promote   self   sufficiency.     

  
Keep   posted   to   find   out   more   about   the   Heritage   Underground   -   A   History   of   Root   Cellars   in   
Newfoundland   and   Labrador   exhibition   launch   date   and   check   out   other   community   stories   at:     
https://www.communitystories.ca/   

  
  

  

Ann   Hulan’s   Handsome   Potato   
By   Dale   Gilbert   Jarvis   

  
If   you   were   looking   for   a   potato   to   store   in   your   heritage   root   cellar,   why   not   pick   a   heritage   cultivar   
with   a   distinguished   Newfoundland   history?  

  
The   Early   Fortune,   "a   moist,   good   tasting   potato,"   was   one   of   a   number   of   cultivars   bred   by   the   
“Queen   of   St.   George's   Bay,”   Ann   Hulan.   Hulan   (c.1756-1848)   was   a   pioneering   settler   in   the   St.   
George’s   Bay   area.   According   to   the   family’s   genealogical   research,   her   parents   were   possibly   
Thomas   and   Susannah   Serle   from   Jersey   in   the   Channel   Islands.   The   family   settled   in   what   is   now   the  
community   of   McKay’s   in   the   1760s,   where   Ann   married   Jean   Heulin,   (later   anglicized   John   or   James   
Hulan)   of   St.   Peter,   Jersey.   

  
At   some   point   around   1811,   Ann’s   husband   perished   at   sea   and   she   was   left   to   raise   her   family   alone.   
Undaunted,   she   expanded   the   family’s   fishing   and   farming   enterprise,   and   began   to   experiment   with   
new   varieties   of   potatoes,   looking   for   one   well-suited   to   local   conditions.   When   explorer   and   
agriculturalist   William   Cormack   visited   her   in   1822,   he   noted   not   only   her   well-stocked   cellar,   but   also   
her   “eight   different   kinds   of   potatoes,   all   possessing   different   qualities   to   recommend   them.”   

  
Of   those,   the   Early   Fortune   became   the   best   known,   and   by   the   late   19th   and   early   20th   centuries,   it   
had   become   a   popular   potato   variety   across   North   America.   The   F.B.   Mills'   1897   “Catalogue   of   
Bargains”   notes,   

  

https://www.communitystories.ca/
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THE   EARLY   FORTUNE   POTATO,   which   I   introduced   in   1893   has   made    a   wonderful   record   
wherever   planted   and   my   customers   who   have   planted   it   are   more   than   satisfied   and   speak   in   
the   highest   praise   of   it.   When   I    first   introduced   it   I   did   so   with   the   belief   that   it   would   create   a   
great   sensation   with   all   those   planting   early   potatoes   and   for   the   next   few   years   they   would   
sell   at   high   prices.   It   is   one   of   the   handsomest   potatoes   and   thousands   of   reports   received   
from   my   customers   are   the   best   proof   that   it   is   highly   prized   by   all   who   plant   it.     

  
THE   EARLY   FORTUNE   is   one   of   the   strongest   growers   among   early   varieties   of   potatoes.   It   has   
made   such   unusual   developments   both   as   to   early   ripening   qualities,   enormous   
productiveness   and   strong   vigorous   growth   that   no   praise   is   too   strong   for   its   merits.     

  
The   1899   Gregory   “Catalogue   of   home   grown   seeds”   includes   a   testimonial   from   Mr.   Andrew   Lackey,   
“a   man   of   great   enterprise   in   collecting   and   testing   everything   new   in   every   department   of  
agriculture,”   who   wrote   in   to   say,   

  
It   has   done   splendidly   with   me   for   two   seasons   and   if   my   health   would   allow   me   to   supervise   
their   cultivation   (he   is   now   82   years   old),   I   would   plant   my   whole   stock.   I   find   it   to   be   a   strong   
grower...   It   is   a   very   handsome   potato.   

  
The   potato   was   sold   by   catalog   as   far   away   as   
Texas   and   Nebraska,   and   it   was   noted   they   
“grow   to   a   good   size   and   shape   and   will   ripen   in   
seven   or   eight   weeks   after   planting   and   are   an   
excellent   smooth   table   variety.”   

  
St.   John’s   merchants   also   sold   the   seed   potato,   
as   shown   in   the   accompanying   advertisement   
(right)   from   the   Evening   Herald,   1904-05-18.     

  
According   to   Dr.   H.   “Bud”   Hulan,   the   great   great   
great   grandson   of   Mrs.   Hulan,   three   of   the   
varieties   of   potatoes   Mrs.   Hulan   developed   were   
still   in   use   up   to   the   1960s,   but   the   Early   Fortune   
has   been   replaced   by   other   varieties   by   local   
growers.     

  
If   you   have   a   strain   of   Ann   Hulan’s   handsome   
potato   in   your   cellar,   please   let   me   know!   
dale@heritagenl.ca     

  

    

mailto:dale@heritagenl.ca
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Current   Research:   St.   George’s   Anglican   Church,   Brigus   
By   Michael   Philpott     

  
According   to   family   lore,   George   
Churchill   Jerrett   originally   crossed   
the   Atlantic   Ocean   from   England   with   
his   wife,   Charlotte   Prowse,   to   erect   a   
new   church   for   the   Church   of   England   
congregation   of   Brigus,   
Newfoundland.   By   the   time   he   
arrived,   plans   had   changed   and   
construction   was   delayed,   but   George   
busied   himself   anyway.   His   known   
pursuits   include   adding   a   spire   to   a  
church   in   British   Columbia   and,   in   
1874,   building   a   new   church   for   the   
Brigus   Methodists.   In   Brigus   he   also   
acted   as   a   general   merchant   and   enmeshed   himself   in   the   community’s   social   scene.   By   1876   the   
Anglicans   were   ready,   and   Jerrett   oversaw   the   erection   of   the   St.   George’s   Anglican   Church   we   know   
today.   

  

https://www.ancestry.ca/genealogy/records/jean-john-huelin-24-l9vym
https://collections.mun.ca/digital/collection/cns/id/110657/rec/16
https://digmichnews.cmich.edu/?a=d&d=WashtenawSO18960430.1.2&e=-------en-10--1--txt-txIN-fortune-------WashtenawSO18960507--
https://archive.org/details/CAT31282802?q=early+fortune+potato
https://archive.org/details/catalogueofhomeg1899jjhg/page/26/mode/2up?q=early+fortune+potato
https://www.myheritage.com/names/ann_hulan#
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2013/aac-aafc/A47-8-19-2012-eng.pdf
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While   Jerrett   was   awaiting   what   was   likely   his   largest   commission,   Bishop   Edward   Feild   of   St   .   John’s   
was   busy   promoting   High   Anglican   church   architecture   in   the   colony,   most   notably   with   the   erection   
of   the   Anglican   Cathedral   of   St.   John   the   Baptist   starting   in   1847.   This   particular   form   of   English  
Gothic   Revival   church   design   was   preferred   by   the   Cambridge   Camden   Society   whose   journal,    The   
Ecclesiologist ,   was   hugely   effective   at   shaping   church   architecture   in   England   and   its   colonies.   In   
contrast   to   earlier   “preaching   boxes,”   High   Anglican   churches   exhibited   cruciform   plans,   soaring,   
open   roof   structures,   arched   lancet   windows,   and   side   aisles   without   balconies.   Whether   Jerrett   
crossed   paths   with   Feild   or   received   inspiration   (or   plans)   directly   from   England   is   unknown,   but   his   
church   remains   a   shining   example   of   the   style.   

  
St.   George’s   Anglican   Church   
measures   roughly   90   feet   by   60  
feet   with   a   cross-shaped   plan.   An   
octagonal   tower   and   spire   once   rose   
from   the   crossing   of   the   transept,   
but   was   removed   early   in   the   
church’s   history   and   replaced   by   a   
freestanding   bell   tower.   Today   only   
the   more   substantial   roof   beams   in   
this   area   remain.   These,   along   with   
stained   timber   rafters,   purlins,   and   
sheathing   boards   make   up   the   open   
roof   structure.   Aisles   are   separated   
from   the   chancel   by   an   arcade   (a   
series   of   arches)   supported   by   wood   
compound   columns.   A   four-sided   

chancel   contains   original   pews,   rails,   and   screens   with   decorative   arch,   trefoil,   and    fleur-de-lis    details.   
Most   of   St.   George’s   windows   are   metal   (likely   imported)   cusped   lancet   arches   with   stained   glass   
borders   and   operable   panels   for   ventilation.   The   church   exhibits   a   variety   of   doors   including   three   
Gothic-arched   double   doors   on   the   exterior,   two   of   which   are   curiously   inaccessible   and   serve   no   
practical   purpose.   Many   of   the   doors,   both   inside   and   out,   also   sport   original   ironwork   including   rim   
locks,   handles,   and   latches.  

  
Aside   from   its   use   as   a   house   of   worship,   members   of   the   former   congregation   of   St.   George’s   recall   
the   community   effort   that   kept   it   running,   as   well   as   the   participation   of   residents   of   all   
denominations   in   church   festivities.   More   recently,   members   of   the   community   have   once   again   
come   together   to   ensure   the   ongoing,   non-denominational   use   of   the   structure.   For   nearly   twenty   
years   St.   George’s   has   served   as   a   volunteer-lead   venue   for   events,   with   a   more   recent   focus   on   
musical   performance.   Jerrett   ultimately   returned   to   England   with   his   family,   but   not   before   leaving   
an   enduring   mark   on   the   community   of   Brigus.   

  
Read   a   longer   history   of    St.   George’s   Anglican   Church   Registered   Heritage   Structure   here .     

https://heritagenl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/022-St.-Georges-Anglican-Church-Brigus.pdf
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Working   on   all   the   workshops!   
By   Lara   Maynard   

  
Since   our   heritage   skills   workshop   series   kicked   off   this   
year,   we’ve   had   participants   properly   cleaning   and   
re-erecting   headstones,   putting   up   impressive   traditional   
wriggle   fences   in   New   Perlican   and   Ferryland,   and   
repointing   masonry   at   the   restoration   project   at   the   
Anglican   Cathedral   of   St.   John   the   Baptist.   And,   as   I   type   
this,   I’m   hoping   the   weather   cooperates   for   our   Wood   
Windows   Workshop   in   Torbay.   Also   in   the   next   few   weeks,   
we’re   excited   to   hold   two   fully   registered   dry   stone   wall   
workshops   in   Brigus.   For   fall   and   winter,   expect   
opportunities   to   learn   about   baking,   rug   making,   and   more.     

  
Shannon   Green,   Dr.   Lisa   Daly   (Chair,   Heritage   NL)   and   former   
staffer   Katie   Crane   during   a   workshop   at   a   cemetery   in   
Salvage,   August   29,   2021.   

  
Keep   an   eye   on    Heritage   NL’s   Eventbrite   page    and   social   media   pages   for   dates   and   registration   
details   for   these   and   other   workshops,   and   we   hope   to   see   you   at   a   workshop   or   few!   

  
Please   note   that   travel   bursaries   will   be   available   for   some   of   our   workshops   to   registrants   travelling   
from   outside   the   region.   For   more   information,   email   Lara   Maynard,   Heritage   Skills   Training   
Coordinator,    lara@heritagenl.ca .     

  
  

  

Current   Research:   Victoria   Hall   Masonic   Lodge   #1378,   Fortune   
By   Andrea   O’Brien   

  
This   past   July,   Heritage   NL   facilitated   a   “Show   and   Tell   Night”   in   Fortune   to   discuss   possibilities   for   
the   future   of   Victoria   Hall   Masonic   Lodge   #1378.     

  
The   building   was   handed   over   to   the   Town   of   Fortune   in   1996   when   the   lodge   was   disbanded   and   
some   members   joined   the   Grand   Bank   lodge.   The   building   and   surrounding   land   were   designated   a   
municipal   heritage   site   by   the   Town   of   Fortune   on   June   19,   2006.      

https://www.eventbrite.ca/o/heritage-nl-11970018677
mailto:lara@heritagenl.ca
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Image:   Victoria   Hall   under   
construction,   circa   1883-84.     

Source:   Fortune   Then   and   Now   
Facebook   Page.   

  
A   group   of   interested   residents   
approached   the   Town   with   a   
proposal   to   find   an   adaptive   reuse   
for   the   property.   Victoria   Hall   is   
the   only   historic   institutional   
building   close   to   its   original   style   
left   in   the   community.   It   is   
valuable   due   to   its   architectural   
provenance,   its   association   with   
Masonry   in   the   region,   and   the   shared   memories   local   residents   have   of   the   building.   Its   main   use   was   
a   fraternal   lodge,   but   many   other   activities   took   place   there.     

  
When   a   lodge,   the   second   storey   was   a   members-only,   men-only   area.   The   downstairs   was   available   
for   public   use.   Member   fees   and   rental   income   were   used   to   maintain   the   building.   Weddings,   
anniversaries,   and   other   receptions   were   held   there,   as   were   dances   and   Boy   Scout   meetings.     

  
When   the   Salvation   Army   school   burned   down   circa   1957-58,   classes   were   held   there   for   a   time.   
When   workers   at   the   Lake   Group   fish   plant   went   on   strike,   Victoria   Hall   was   used   as   a   strike   pay   
pickup   location.   A   community   museum   was   located   in   the   building   for   a   few   years   after   the   Lodge   
closed   and   mostly   recently   it   has   been   used    by   the   Town   of   Fortune   as   storage   space.      

  
A   recent   call   on   Facebook   for   memories   of   
Victoria   Hall   resulted   in   a   flurry   of   responses.   
People   remembered   attending   Masonic   
meetings,   SUF   dances,   school   dances,   
birthday   parties,   school,   and   Boy   Scouts   
there.     

  
Image:   Victoria   Hall   circa   2006.      Source:   
Heritage   NL.     
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Others   recalled   playing   in   bands   for   dances,   attending   wedding   showers,   having   wedding   receptions,   
getting   childhood   vaccinations   there,   working   at   the   museum,   cutting   the   grass   outside,   or   helping   to   
shingle   the   roof.   There’s   no   doubt   that   memories   and   stories   of   the   building   and   its   various   uses   are   
shared   by   many   residents   across   generational   lines.   These   memories   and   stories   add   to   the   value   of   
the   building.     

  
The   completed   adaptive   reuse   report   will   soon   be   finalized   and   submitted   to   the   citizens’   group.   
Check   our   social   media   platforms   and   website   for   updates.     

  
  

Rita   Remembers   
By   Terra   Barrett   

  
Terra   Barrett   interviewed   Rita   Fitzgerald   on   
June   22,   2021   as   part   of   a   North   River   heritage   
project.   Joanne   Morrissey,   and   Florence   Hurley   
accompanied   Terra   to   the   interview,   which   took   
place   in   Rita’s   home   in   Brigus.   Rita   taught   
Florence   when   she   was   in   elementary   school  
and   the   pair   reminisced   and   even   sang   a   song   
together.   Rita   and   her   husband,   like   many   others   
in   North   River,   would   spend   their   summers   
fishing   on   the   Labrador.   In   the   excerpts   below  
Rita   recalls   her   time   teaching   in   North   River   and   
fishing   in   Indian   Tickle.     

  
Rita   Fitzgerald   (nee   Devereaux)   was   born   in   
Avondale   to   parents   Sarah   Devereaux   (nee   
Nugent)   and   Michael   Devereaux   on     March   10,   1931.   She   married   Edward   Fitzgerald   in   North   River   and   
lived   there   for   several   years   before   moving   to   Brigus   where   she   currently   resides.   Rita   spent   a   lot   of   
time   teaching   and   doing   parish   work.   She   went   to   Littledale,   and   has   a   grade   six   teaching   certificate   
from   the   Department   of   Education.   She   remembers   the   school   in   North   River   when   she   taught   there   
in   1950,     
    

The   school   over   there   was   different   then,   the   big   school   wasn’t   up   on   the   back.   It   was   just   a   two   
room   school   above   where   the   hall   is   now.   At   that   time   it   was   a   two   room   school.   Kathleen   Furey   
from   Carbonear   had   one   to   five   and   I   had   six   to   eleven,   you   had   all   these   grades   in   the   one   room.”   

    
In   addition   to   her   work   as   a   teacher   Rita   sometimes   accompanied   Edward   when   he   went   on   the   
Labrador.     
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Edward’s   father   and   grandfather   also   fished   in   Labrador,   with   his   grandfather   Uncle   Ned   spending   70   
odd   years   on   the   Labrador.   One   of   the   things   that   stands   out   the   most   for   Rita   during   her   time   in   
Labrador   were   the   meals,   
    

I   enjoyed   the   Labrador   a   lot.   We   used   to   cook   up   some   very   good   scoffs.   I   mostly,   and   some   would   
help   me.   The   season   wasn’t   long   but   the   days   were   longer   and   we   could   grow   wonderful   stuff   
there.   The   greens!   [We]   brought   home   the   full   of   a   big   crate   of   cabbage   one   fall   just   more   or   less   to   
show   it   after   we   took   up   we   came   down   and   I   used   to   have   the   greens   and   the   lettuce.   
    

We   had   a   lot   of   bakeapples   when   the   summer   came.   The   bakeapples!   It   was   a   home   for   the   
bakeapples   there.   It   is   a   wonder   that   I   had   a   side   left   in   me   from   going   over   the   hills   and   up   and   
down   picking   bakeapples.   
    

And   getting   back   to   the   meals   we   used   to   have   the   hard   bread,   hard   tack   some   call   it.   We   would   
make   brewis   and   the   beans,   the   regular   beans   you   could   cook   them   whichever   way   you   like.   They   
were   good   for   your   health.   We   used   to   have   different   kinds   of   pea   soup   and   we   would   always   bring  
bags   of   potatoes   down   with   us   and   sometimes   we   would   have   turnips   and   that.   And   there   was   
another   tip   we   did   to   keep   the   turnips,   carrots   and   that   from   spoiling.   They   used   to   dig   up   the   sand   
and   bury   it   in   the   sand   because   it   stayed   cooler   there,   so   there   were   a   lot   of   things   to   learn.”   

  
  
  
  
  
  

Image:   Dom   Mahoney   in   Black   Tickle,   Labrador.     
The   wheels   were   put   on   this   hand   barrow   in   North   River   
and   the   hand   barrow   was   shipped   to   Labrador.   Source:   
Jim   Dawson.   
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