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Message from the Heritage Foundation NL’s New Executive Director, Jerry Dick
Guided by an external evaluation of the Foundation and a board
strategy session, we are in the process of making some
changes to the way we do things here at HFNL. First, we have
revamped the newsletter that formerly dealt with strictly
Intangible Cultural Heritage matters to include all aspects of
what we do at the Foundation. This reflects a desire by the
Board of Directors to see a more integrated approach to the way
we think about heritage that includes both the tangible and
intangible values of historic places. Historic places are about
much more than their age and architectural style. They
encompass a wide variety of meanings for residents and visitors
that reflect their history, stories and associations. Who inhabited
a historic building? How was it used? How did it change?
What was the lifestyle of the people who lived, worked, or
worshipped there?
We’re also reviewing most of our programs, everything from
how we designate historic structures and districts and support
built heritage preservation to how we plaque our designated
buildings.
We’re also interested in considering how the
structures and districts we have designated can serve larger
needs in the community whether that be for education, tourism
development or community economic development. Stay tuned.
An issue that keeps popping up these days is how do we adaptively reuse heritage buildings that have outlived
their former uses. In St. John’s there have been a number of examples in the news of old historic estates at
risk. Understandably, there is less and less demand for people to live in a large old house on a large lot and
the land on which they are situated offers potential for higher density development. Historic churches are
regularly being closed as they can no longer be maintained by their congregations.
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Currently, a group is undertaking community consultations to identify new uses for the former Immaculate
Conception Cathedral in Harbour Grace. This 125 year-old stone building is a very important symbol for the
Catholic community in that historic town and for the community as a whole. If you are interested in weighing in
you can fill out the survey which is found on the front page of our website: www.heritagefoundation.ca.
The good news is that there are lots of examples of such structures finding new uses that allow for their
preservation and that often give new life to neighbourhoods and communities. HFNL is planning a forum in
2017 that will deal with the adaptive reuse of historic buildings with a particular focus on historic ecclesiastical
structures.
If you have any thoughts about what we do please don’t hesitate to drop us a line.
Jerry Dick, Executive Director, Heritage Foundation of NL
jerry@heritagefoundation.ca
1-888-739-1892

Valuing Our Province’s Seniors:
Collective Memories Project to Preserve our Oral History
With the support of $50,000 from the Provincial Government, the
Heritage Foundation of Newfoundland and Labrador is set to embark
upon its Collective Memories Project. This initiative will invite seniors
to record their stories and memories for archiving and sharing and
create a venue for community members and seniors to come
together to share their ideas, experiences, memories, and traditional
knowledge.
“This is an exciting project that will promote and support the
engagement of seniors while stimulating pride in who we are
and where we came from. Seniors throughout our province
have made and continue to make significant contributions to
our society and are living witnesses to our history. It is
important that we record the stories of those who are willing to
share them with us, so as to keep a more complete record of
Newfoundland and Labrador’s history.”
- The Honourable Sherry Gambin-Walsh, Minister of Seniors, Wellness and Social Development.
The Collective Memories Project will have three major objectives:
●
to conduct a survey of existing oral history collections (print, video, and audio);
●
to conduct oral history interviews with seniors; and
●
to create a plan and toolkit for communities wishing to record and collect their own stories at the
local level.
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“The mission of the Heritage Foundation of Newfoundland and Labrador’s Intangible Cultural Heritage
Office is to safeguard the living heritage of our province for present and future generations, as a vital
part of the identities of Newfoundlanders and Labradorians, and as a valuable collection of unique
knowledge and customs. The Collective Memories Project will assist with this timely work, and will
add greatly to our understanding of local history. The Collective Memories Project will not only
support the collection of this valuable information from our senior residents but will help build
capacity in communities for the collection of local stories and traditions.”
- Frank Crews, Chair, Heritage Foundation of NL
Collective Memories is a project of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Office of the Heritage Foundation of
Newfoundland and Labrador in partnership with a Working Group comprised of members from the Provincial
Advisory Council on Aging and Seniors and the Interdepartmental Working Group on Aging and Seniors. The
research and new recordings collected during this project will form part of a permanent collection with
Memorial University of Newfoundland’s Digital Archives Initiative.
The Heritage Foundation of Newfoundland and Labrador is looking for community partners to help make
existing oral history collections more accessible to the general public, and can help communities start up new
oral history projects to interview local seniors. For more information on the Collective Memories Project or how
you or your community organization can get involved, email terra@heritagefoundation.ca or call
1-888-739-1892.

#CapelinRoll2016
It’s #CapelinRoll2016 time! As the weather
warms (and then gets foggy again) our
thoughts turn to the little fish that spawn on our
shores; capelin! Whether you spell it capelin,
caplin, or caplan, the scull typically marks the
start of summer and the fishing season (cod,
that is!) in Newfoundland.
#CapelinRoll2016 has marked sightings in
Trout River and the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and
we’re looking for everyone to help us track the
capelin. So get on Twitter and if you see them
rolling (or even if you don’t see them yet) post
it and #CapelinRoll2016.
On the Northeast Avalon, Fishing for Success
(@IslandRooms) and the Logy Bay-Middle Cove-Outer Cove Museum (@LBMCOCMuseum) are watching
Middle Cove Beach closely. When the capelin come in, they will be on the beach with buckets, information, and
frying pans. So watch Twitter and Facebook, help report capelin sightings, and when they get to Middle Cove,
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bring your boots, nets, buckets and recipes and join Fishing for Success and the Logy Bay-Middle Cove-Outer
Cove Museum for #CapelinRoll2016!
Make certain to obey the parking rules – safety first! NO double parking and NO parking on ocean side of
Marine Drive.
Fishing for Success is located in Petty Harbour and promotes the natural and cultural (especially fishing)
heritage of Newfoundland and Labrador. They are open every day from 10 am until 4 pm and when the fishing
is good! Follow them on Twitter & Facebook or check out their website at www.IslandRooms.org for special
family, youth and community events.
The Logy Bay-Middle Cove-Outer Cove Museum is located at 744 Logy Bay Road (in the basement of the
town hall) and features donated artifacts to tell the story of the community through the categories of school,
religion, fishery, lifestyles, military, agriculture and sports. They are open Tuesday to Saturday from 8:30 to
4:30 until September 2, 2016. Free tea and coffee.

Graveyard Mapping Workshop - July 16th, 2016
Are you passionate about cemeteries? Have you
ever wanted to learn how to map a cemetery?
We’ve got a workshop for you!
Join the Heritage Foundation of Newfoundland and
Labrador, in partnership with Youth Heritage NL, for
a Cemetery Clean Up and Mapping Workshop. The
workshop takes place July 16th from 9am-5pm in
Heart’s Content as part of their 150th Anniversary
Commemoration Celebration.
The mapping workshop takes place in the morning
followed by a quick lunch, then a cleanup of the
cemetery in the afternoon. If you are in the St.
John’s area and would like to attend please register online to snag a spot on the bus providing transportation
from St. John’s to Heart’s Content. Register online at: http://tinyurl.com/HCgravesworkshop
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