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The Friendly Invasion 2016 Folklorist-in-Residence
By Dale Jarvis
In the 1930s, Stephenville was primarily a French speaking farming village with a population of 500. But with
the start of the the Second World War, that all changed. In April 1941, construction began on a deepwater port
and adjacent airfield, and by 1942 Stephenville had grown into a garrison town with an estimated population of
7,000. It was an invasion, of sorts, but a friendly one, and Stephenville was home to the former Ernest Harmon
Air Force Base from 1941 to 1966. 2016 marks the 50th anniversary of the base closure, and the town is
putting on a big celebration of its military and aviation history. I was delighted to be asked to participate, as the
folklorist-in-residence for “The Friendly Invasion 2016.”
As part of our ongoing Collective
Memories
project,
I
was
in
Stephenville for a week, observing,
photographing,
and
conducting
interviews with locals and visitors
about their memories of Harmon AFB.
Over the course of three packed days,
I interviewed sixteen people, from a
93-year-old
retired
LieutenantColonel, to a civilian base nurse, to
former base kids, to one of the many
Stephenville women who married an
American serviceman, to the Harmon
barber. On July 27th, we hosted a
very successful public interview
session at the CanAm Masonic lodge
with three gentlemen about their
memories of Harmon AFB: Bill Pilgrim (left), Ron Olson, and John F. Young (seated). All the interviews will
eventually placed on Memorial University’s Digital Archives Initiative, under a new Stephenville collection. Stay
tuned to www.ichblog.ca for updates.

Page 2

An Introduction to Cultural Heritage Conservation in Modern China (1949- )
By Xingpei Li
Hello everyone! I am Pei, a Chinese student
studying folklore at MUN. In this summer, I
am doing my work term with Heritage
Foundation of Newfoundland and Labrador
(HFNL). This job is enabling me to learn
how a Non-Profit-Organization works in the
area of heritage. The effort HFNL has been
making in conserving the built heritages in
NL also gives me a great opportunity to
compare with the situation of cultural
heritage conservation in China.
Generally, cultural heritage resources in
China are divided into two categories: 1.
Movable cultural heritage, which are historic
objects and mostly preserved in museums
or other institutions; 2. Immovable cultural heritage, including five subcategories: Ancient sites; Ancient tombs;
Ancient architectures (the main target of HFNL); Grotto temples; Stone carvings; Murals and others.
1 Designation of Immovable Cultural Heritage
The designation of heritage properties works somewhat differently in China than in NL. In China, heritage
properties are protected through the Law for Protection of Cultural Heritage, and it has established a
designation program for immovable cultural heritage. The official name of this designation is “Major Historical
and Cultural Sites Protected at the National/Provincial/Municipal level (MHCSPN/P/M)”.
In China, the State Administration of Cultural Heritage (SACH), a bureau under the Ministry of Culture,
recommends properties for designation to the State Council of China, which approves the properties at the
national level. SACH accepts applications from the provincial administrations of cultural heritage, which can
designate the properties from municipal applications. Compared with the process in Canada, in which
applicants can apply directly for national or provincial heritage designation, it is a very hierarchical system.
The administrations of cultural heritage or other relevant governmental departments play a central role in the
process of designation. Usually, they initiate surveys of cultural heritage resources within their jurisdictions.
Based on these surveys, they identify potential properties for designation and then submit them to their
corresponding governments at a higher level. It is basically a process from government to government. This
contrasts with Canada where it is often private citizens who put forth heritage properties for designation or
commemoration.
The other different feature of the designation in China is that there are few private properties being designated,
especially at the national level. This also explains the dominant role of the government during the process
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described above, because in most cases, governments at different levels have ownership of the properties, so
they, rather than the individuals, are the main applicants.
Except this program of MHCSPN, cooperated with other ministries, SACH also designates National Historical
and Cultural Streets, Towns/Villages and Cities.
2 The Benefits of Designation
After being designated, heritage properties are protected by the law. Demolition, change to or relocation is
forbidden without permission from the corresponding governments. Especially for the MHCSPN, it is strictly
forbidden to demolish designated properties. As in NL, funding will also be provided for the designated
properties. Furthermore, a plan for protecting the designated heritage property must be undertaken and a
protected area created. Construction near the site is restricted.
Photo: Xingpei Li in Dali city, Yunnan province.

Exploring Historic Chinese Graves in St. John’s
By Terra Barrett
In early July some of the Heritage Foundation
staff got out of the office and into the field.
Dale, Michael, Pei, Celeste, Sarah, and I took a
trip to the General Protestant Cemetery on July
4, 2016 in order to map the cemetery, record
the information on the gravestones, and rub
some of the older stones. The cemetery is
located between Waterford Bridge Road and
Old Topsail Road in St. John’s, Newfoundland
and Labrador and has been in use since May
1842.
We focused our study in the cemetery on the 27 graves found in the Chinese section of the graveyard. Pei, an
international folklore graduate student, is working with the Heritage Foundation this summer and is researching
the home towns, and the family names of the men buried in this section while I research their background
stories and their impact on the community.
Entering the cemetery from the North through the main Old Topsail Road entrance the Chinese section of the
graveyard is about halfway down the cemetery to the far left hand side. The graves we focused on were in the
22nd and 23rd section of the graveyard. These graves mainly stem from the 1920s through the 1940s with a
memorial stone in memory of the Chinese community members who have gone before erected in 1988.
We measured the location of the 27 graves in the Chinese relation to one another and to the concrete kerbs
that surround several graves. Michael plotted this information on a map with each of the graves numbered.
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Celeste and Sarah mainly focused on recording the information about the graves they could gather leaving the
Chinese characters for Pei to decipher. Pei and I reviewed the stones and decided which stones needed to be
rubbed in order to gather more information. Although rubbings are not always the best solution to read
gravestones they often allow you to record different information such as the size and shape of the gravestones
and can allow you to better see the lettering engraved on the stones.
The overall condition of the site is not great. There are two headstones which are missing, two more which
have cracked off from the base and been laid down over the grave, and three which have been cracked off
near the bottom. Two of the stones which cracked near the bottom show signs of concrete or some other
adhesive which seems to have been used to repair the stones at some point. A third stone which is cracked
and laid flat on the plot also has signs of an attempted repair to the bottom of the stone. Off to the bottom left
hand side of the grave there are also five fragment pieces. These appear to be at least three or four stones in
varying condition. All of them are cracked - either in half or at the base.
Two interesting notes which Pei has found through his research are the fact that none of the people buried in
this section are female and of the hometowns all of the Chinese immigrants from the same province. The lack
of women in the cemetery is probably due to the immigration acts of the time and the head tax on Chinese
immigrants. Chinese women did not begin to arrive in Newfoundland until the 1950s (Li, Mu. 2014).
The Chinese men buried in the cemetery were all from three counties in the province of Guangdong and five of
the people buried in the cemetery were from the same neighbourhood in the county of Kaiping. There are also
a large number of graves with the same family names of Oue and Hon. This pattern probably reflects the
immigration style of “chain immigration” where family members, relatives and countrymen are sponsored to
come to the same place where family members already reside in order to work alongside the men. Most of
the men who are buried in the cemetery worked in the Chinese laundries and I am currently doing more
research on the conditions and context of the laundries. All of the research, the gravestones’ information and
the map of the graveyard will be compiled into an article on the Chinese gravestones and their histories.
Photos: Protestant Cemetery, 1880s, Collections Canada;
Celeste Billung-Meyer, Michael Philpott, and Dale Jarvis measuring graves, 2016.

Collective Memories Project Senior Profile: Ruby Hann
By Sarah Hannon
The Collective Memories Project is an initiative to preserve the oral history of Newfoundland and Labrador by
conducting interviews with seniors. Once the project is completed, our research and recordings will become
part of a permanent collection at Memorial, where it will be available for public use. By collecting seniors’
remembrances, we are preserving an invaluable part of ourselves that may otherwise be lost forever. Our
seniors are our family, friends, and community members - but they are
also our living memory. Their real, lived experiences are therefore a
window into an intimate past: our culture, our families, our history, our
heritage.
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As a part of the project, we have been conducting interviews with senior volunteers at the Mews Centre to ask
them about their experiences volunteering over the years, and compiling their stories into a pamphlet for
distribution. Our hope is to educate the public about the life experiences of our seniors and the work that they
do in our communities, to foster a sense of pride in that work that will encourage others to volunteer, and to
have fun remembering and sharing stories.
Each of our volunteers has a unique story to tell. Ruby Hann was born and raised on Water Street here in St.
John’s with eight brothers and sisters. She went to school at IJ Sampson (formerly St. Michael’s) and is a
mother of three and a grandmother of many. To Ruby, “family is priority”. A senior herself, she has always had
respect for older people and been interested in their stories. She began volunteering at the Miller Centre about
six years ago and has not stopped since. One of her greatest inspirations as a volunteer is a woman called Ivy,
another senior volunteer who suffered a stroke and came back dancing:
We’d get her out on the dance floor in her wheelchair, y’know she got to the point after where she could
stand up on her own, and we used to sing the songs to her as we were dancing and she started singing
right back at us. And y’know she was like that. The last time she was down to our party she stood up
and we would hold her hands, y’know, one of the volunteers, or somebody, would just hold on to her
hands and we would dance with her there by her chair.
For Ruby and Ivy, volunteering is a doubly positive experience: a fun and productive way to use their free time
and a means through which to help others.
The Collective Memories Project is a project of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Office of the Heritage
Foundation of Newfoundland and Labrador (HFNL), the Provincial Advisory Council on Aging and Seniors, the
Interdepartmental Working Group on Aging and Seniors, and is funded through the Department of Seniors
Wellness and Social Development. For more information call (709) 739-1892, ext. 5.
Photo: Ruby Hann posing with her 2013 volunteer of the year award. Photo by Terra Barrett.
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