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New Thinking about the Value and Meaning of Heritage Places
Jerry Dick, Executive Director
I recently returned from the Heritage Canada National Trust conference in Hamilton, Ontario where it became
apparent that a sea change is occurring in the way we think about heritage places. The tendency in the past -by people who care about heritage -- has often been to treat heritage structures as precious objects that must
be authentically restored and preserved.
But people like Frank Vagnone, a keynote speaker and
heritage consultant based in New York, suggested that
we need to throw out the heritage rule book if we are
going to be truly relevant to communities today. The
purist, black and white approach to heritage fails to
consider the multiple, and often complex, rich and
messy, layers of meaning that heritage places have.
He emphasized that heritage is about the present more
than it is about the past.
Increasingly, the value of heritage buildings and places
is seen not just in their bricks and mortar but in the
various meanings that they have for residents and for the experiences that people will have in them. These will
likely be highly personal. In focusing on authenticity and technical guidelines heritage preservationists often
fail to see the real story of a place. Sometimes the spirit of a heritage site may be better captured by allowing it
to be changed or, in some cases, even partially or completely removed to allow a new use that honours the
intent or use of the original.
Heritage sites often play it safe in providing a nostalgic view of the past that edits out some of the messier and
problematic aspects of our history: racism, who holds power and who doesn’t, colonization, displacement of
First Nations, gender and sexual orientation discrimination to name a few. Incorporating messages about
these things ensures a richer opportunity for engagement and community outreach.

Page 2

One of the threads running through the conference was the Report of the Residential Schools Truth and
Reconciliation Commission. A number of interesting points emerged from this discussion. One was the
complexity of commemorating those residential school buildings that remain. For some First Nations
communities, demolishing structures that were the source of much pain and disruption was the desired option.
In other instances, their preservation as a testimony to a dark chapter in Canadian history was deemed critical.
It was also seen as important to acknowledge the Aboriginal history of places that predated European
settlement. As an example, at conference plenary sessions homage was paid to the First Nations groups on
whose land we were standing. A seemingly small thing, yet one that reinforces an awareness of Aboriginal
peoples, their histories and the duty we have to redress the past.
Currently HFNL is in the process of rethinking how it evaluates and designates heritage places in order to be
more inclusive and engaging. In the future we envision a greater emphasis on the intangible values of historic
structures and districts than has been the case in the past, considering their entire histories, their uses, the
changes they have undergone and the meanings they have for communities. Stay tuned.
Photo: Funeral for a House Row is a novel example presented by Frank Vagnone for recognizing the passing
of the last of a stretch of row houses in Philadelphia and of recognizing the people and stories associated with
it (Mark Byrnes photo)

Photogrammetry
Preparing measured drawings of a heritage building requires
a lot of work with a measuring tape. But how do you go
about measuring a large, highly intricate structure that is as
high as a multi-storey building? Recently Jeremy Moyles, a
graduate folklore student at Memorial University, took on the
task of measuring Immaculate Conception Church, a former
stone cathedral in Harbour Grace, using a process known as
photogrammetry. It uses software to identify common points
in a series of photographs and calculates their position in 3D
space via a comparison of two images showing the same
object from different vantage points. Jeremy circled the
building taking approximately 700 photographs which the
software (AgiSoft Photoscan) essentially stitched together to
produce a 3-D model that can be viewed from any angle.
While Jeremy describes the process of using the software as
fairly simple, it required dozens of hours for his computer to process.
Jeremy plans to use the digital images he generated to create highly accurate measured drawings. These,
and the 3-D model will be useful for anyone doing future design work for what will, hopefully, be an adaptively
reused structure. A special thanks to Jeremy for his work on this.
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Collective Memories Project - Windsor Merchants
By Terra Barrett
As part of my work with the Heritage Foundation of Newfoundland and Labrador I had the opportunity to spend
a week in the town Grand Falls-Windsor meeting new people and conducting interviews. This work is part of
the Collective Memories Project which is an initiative of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Office of the Heritage
Foundation of Newfoundland and Labrador, with funding provided by the Department of Children, Seniors, and
Social Development. The Collective Memories Project invites seniors to record their stories and memories for
sharing.
I worked closely with the local Heritage Society
who organized the interviews and provided the
space to conduct the interviews. I interviewed
thirteen community members who ranged in
age from 45 to 93 years of age. I talked to Boyd
Cohen about the growth and development of
Cohen’s businesses, with Carmel Barry about
Stewart’s general store, and Mary Kelly about
her wonderful memories of Riff’s department
store. John Connors described his family’s
history in business and I heard many wonderful
stories about the Brown Derby restaurant. Mrs.
Becker discussed how her husband left
Germany and eventually set up (a teeny, tiny)
shop in Windsor.
There were great stories about playing pinball, fist fights in the pool hall, cones of chips from Abe Land’s truck,
and the Toyland which would appear at Riff’s and Cohen’s just before Christmas. I was told how going to Main
Street was an activity in and of itself and that many people would come just to watch the coming and going of
the people and the trains. One of my favourite stories was about the buses which lined Main Street. I was told
about how two boys managed to make enough money for their night out by doing a run from Main Street in
Windsor to High Street in Grand Falls in one of their father’s buses before heading to a movie at the Vogue
Theatre.
Although I heard a great number of stories about the businesses on Main Street there were a couple of names
that were mentioned but there was no background on the people or the businesses. This included family
names such as Gibson, Stroud, Basha, Boulos, Tuma, Alteen and Wilansky. There were many stories about
the Globe café but places like the Jubilee, Red Rose and Maple Leaf café were only mentioned in passing.
It was extremely interesting to be able to talk to people about their memories of Main Street and I am looking
forward to presenting the material back to the community. Once the materials have been processed the
interviews will be available online at MUN’s Digital Archive (collections.mun.ca) and a selection of stories and
memories will be transcribed and made into a booklet which will be launched in the community. It is great to
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see a community interested in preserving and celebrating their heritage and I look forward to working together
with the Grand Falls-Windsor society again in the future.
Photo of S. Cohen and Sons' bus courtesy of Grand Falls-Windsor Heritage Society.

Learning Heritage
By Michael Philpott
Looking through our list of roughly 325 provincially
designated structures, certain patterns and themes
emerge that tell us about the cultural and architectural
development of Newfoundland and Labrador. In May
2016, for instance, HFNL designated the Methodist
Central School in Bonavista a Registered Heritage
Structure, adding it to the handful of school buildings
already recognized. By looking at the Central School in
the context of our educational heritage and using other
designated structures for comparison, we can fit it into
a broader architectural story.
Methodist Central School Registered Heritage Structure in Bonavista is a two-and-a-half story wood structure
with large 6/6 windows, a hip roof, and a central dormer and porch to match. It has gone through several
educational and structural changes through the years – including a fire that destroyed an interior staircase –
but is currently largely as it appears in historic photos. Located near Church Street and several other large
heritage structures, it is both a recognizable landmark and part of a coherent historic district.
The Methodist Central School is a 1920s-era institution that belongs to a much longer educational tradition.
The first public school was founded in Bonavista by Anglican Reverend Henry Jones in 1726-27, signaling the
start of the denominational school system that persisted in Newfoundland and Labrador until the late 1990s. A
total of nine schools would be opened in Bonavista alone. Methodist Central School is one of two survivors
among these early school buildings, the other being Bailey’s Cove Church of England School Registered
Heritage Structure (1880-1900).
A building like Methodist Central School is not significant because it is old – at roughly 90 years it is decades
younger than the Bailey’s Cove School – but because of what it tells us about its time. Designated schools of
the 19th century, such as the Bailey’s Cove School or Old RC School House Registered Heritage Structure in
Fogo, are characterized by one-room layouts, steep gable roofs, and church-like ornamentation. Schools of the
mid-20th century and later, many of which are still standing, shifted toward simpler mid-pitch gables and
modern, more standardized designs. The Methodist Central School, then, is a product of its time – an interim
period in the early 1900s characterized by hipped roofs, arrangements of large, rectangular windows, and
larger, divided floor plans. St. Paul’s Anglican School Registered Heritage Structure in Trinity was built in 1910
and is part of the same tradition.
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This evolution of school architecture
was documented previously by Fred
Buffett in 1985, and his book Pictorial
History of Newfoundland School
Architecture includes many examples
of bygone schools exhibiting the trend.
By designating and funding the
restoration of surviving representative
examples, HFNL hopes to preserve a
physical record of school development
for the appreciation and study of future
generations interested in this important
aspect of our heritage.
Is there a historic school building in
your community? Does it fit this
timeline of school development or is it
an outlier?
Let Michael know at 709-739-1892 ext. 3 or michael@heritagefoundation.ca.
Photo 1 – Historic photo of the front façade (on Coster Street) of
Methodist Central School, Bonavista.
Photo 2 – The front facade of Methodist Central School, Bonavista, in 2016.

Rethinking Heritage Foundation NL’s Programs and Services
We Want Your Input!
In order to ensure that the Heritage Foundation’s programs are responding to present needs and current
thinking about heritage preservation we have undertaken an evaluation of our activities and are
recommending a number of changes to our designation and granting programs.
Please go to
www.heritagefoundation.ca and click on “Consultation Document” to see what we are proposing. We would
very much like to have your input if you have any thoughts about what is proposed or other ideas for
strengthening our programs. In addition, we will be holding focus group sessions with key stakeholders. You
can complete the questionnaire found at the end of the document or you can contact us directly:
Jerry Dick
Executive Director
Heritage Foundation NL
Email: jerry@heritagefoundation.ca
Tel. 709-739-1892, ext. 1
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12th Annual Heritage Places Poster Contest
Students, it’s time to get creative! The Heritage
Places Poster Contest is currently running in all
schools in the province. It is organized through
the Heritage Foundation of Newfoundland and
Labrador (HFNL).
“2016 marks the 12th year that HFNL has
sponsored a poster contest highlighting heritage
places in the province,” explains contest
coordinator Andrea O’Brien.
“Over the years we have been impressed and
inspired by the quality of artwork and stories
submitted by students across the province. From
Nain to Trepassey, students have told us why
local heritage places are important to them and
their communities. We look forward to this year’s
entries as students continue to highlight and
celebrate our province’s rich heritage.”
To participate in the contest, students must
create an original piece of art depicting a
building, structure or landscape that has heritage
value in their community. They must also submit
a short written statement explaining its heritage
value. Prizes are awarded at the primary,
elementary, junior high and senior high levels.
An overall winner is chosen from these category
winners. The winning artwork will be featured on
HFNL’s 2017 Heritage Day poster in February.
Contest guidelines and entry forms can be found on HFNL’s website at www.heritagefoundation.ca, by calling
1-866-739-6592 extension 4 or by emailing andrea@heritagefoundation.ca.
Contact information: For more information, please contact Andrea O’Brien by calling 1-888-739-1892
extension 4 or by emailing andrea@heritagefoundation.ca.
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Municipal Heritage Designation for Harbour Breton: Melita Hynes’ House
By Doug Wells
Located at 10 Gorman Place in
the Arm area of Harbour
Breton is located a beautiful
Southcott Style house
belonging to Mrs. Melita Hynes
and the late Stephen Hynes.
This Second Empire style
home with its mansard roof,
large bay windows on the first
floor, and bonnet topped
dormers with gingerbread
details protruding through the
mansard, typifies the Southcott
Style in Newfoundland
between 1880 and 1914. This
style was introduced to Nfld. by
architect John Thomas
Southcott after the St. John’s
fire of 1892.
The local builder was Mr. Julian Augot, better known locally as Junior Augot, who built the home for the local
Custom’s Officer, Mr. James B. Gorman, in 1912. No doubt Julian was influenced by the homes built in St.
John’s after the Great Fire. This is the only Southcott house in Harbour Breton and very few, if any exist on
this coast with its original design intact as this particular one. For a short period of time during the 1930s, the
house was used by Mr. David G. King, the first mayor of Hr. Breton
and long-time school teacher.
In 1945, the Gormans sold the house to Mr. Stephen Hynes of
Harbour Breton. In 1947, Stephen married Melita Barnes from
Brunette Island and they had a family of twelve children, eight girls
and four boys. Twelve children were raised in this house. It had a
large kitchen, dining room, living room, and four big bedrooms.
Tragedy struck the Hynes family on October 22, 1964, when Stephen
died suddenly at the age of 44 years. At the young age of 35, Melita
was left to raise the family on her own. At the time, the oldest child
was 18 and the youngest was 18 months.
In August of 1973 a landslide occurred on the south side of the
community, in the area of Mrs. Hynes’ house, in fact, dangerously
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close to the home. Classified as a “dangerous area” after the landslide, Mrs. Hynes was given a choice of
taking her house down or having it moved to a new location in town. In 1974, preparations were made to move
the house to the Arm area, in the area set aside for homes brought in from nearby communities as a part of the
government resettlement program. By November of the same year, Melita and her family moved back into
their home.
Melita still lives in the house but it is destined to be inherited by her youngest son Joe and his wife Cynthia and
their children. The old house gets many visits from members of the Hynes family and even from members of
the Gorman family, as all are interested in the family history and the architecture of this beautiful Southcott
Style home.

Photos courtesy HFNL Board Member Doug Wells.
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