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"Tales from Afar: Old Stories from New Residents"
New project to share traditional stories which have come from away.
The St. John’s Local Immigration Partnership and the Heritage Foundation of Newfoundland and Labrador
(HFNL) are looking for old stories from new residents as part of a project to collect and share the diversity of
oral traditions that exist within the region, and to create a showcase of traditional
stories and folktales from around the world.
“When European settlers first arrived in Newfoundland and Labrador, they
brought stories from their old countries,” says foundation folklorist Dale Jarvis.
“That is part of the reason we have such a unique oral tradition here in the
province with our stories of fairies and superstitions. But that process didn’t stop;
new people coming here are bringing their own traditional stories as well, and
adding the richness of our local lore.”
Jarvis believes that sharing folktales can highlight the commonalities between cultures, and help build a
common understanding between people by bridging cultural, political and religious divides.
“Sharing the stories we grew up with is a way of bringing people together,” Jarvis says.
Jarvis, a group of researchers with the foundation, and the St. John’s Local Immigration Partnership are
embarking on a pilot project called “Tales From Afar: Old Stories from New Residents”
Project organizers are looking for folktales, legends, myths, stories of saints and miracles, ghost stories, fables,
or traditional children’s tales -- any story that has been passed down by word of mouth.
Participants could be newcomers in the truest sense of the word - recent refugees, temporary foreign workers,
international students, newly arrived professionals or economic migrants, or could be well-established
immigrants who have long since made St. John’s their home.
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“If someone knows a story, and wants to share it, we want to hear it!” says Jarvis. “We will work with
participants to edit and polish the stories once they are collected.”
“Tales From Afar: Old Stories from New Residents” will culminate in the creation of written booklet of world
folktales. The booklet will be made available online, printed, and shared through key organizations and at
community events.
To share a story, email ich@heritagefoundation.ca or call 1-888-739-1892 x2. Stories can be submitted in
written form, or participants can sit down with a collector and tell their story in spoken form.

The Potheads are Coming!
Special article by Wayne Pike
One of the great attractions in Newfoundland
and Labrador today is whale watching. Each
year hundreds of whales from several species
congregate in the nearby waters. Thousands of
people watch them play, frolic and feed off our
shores. But we didn’t always just watch the
whales. We hunted them!
Whale hunting has been in Newfoundland and
Labrador for a long time – nearly 500 years, as
indicated by discoveries in Red Bay, Labrador.
As early as the 1530’s, Basques whaling ships hunted down Right and Bowhead whales for their valuable oil.
But it wasn’t until the 20th century that whale hunting moved into Bonavista Bay. But now it was for the Northern
Pilot whale, or ‘Potheads’ as they were known locally.
Annually, around mid-July, squid would head
into Southern Bay. And not far behind were
the potheads. Men of the area knew of this
annual ritual, and would keep an eye on the
water in the area of Southward Head. At the
first sight of a whale, “The Potheads are
coming” would echo in the bay. Typically, there
would be less than 100 whales in a “drive”.
But occasionally there would be 400-500 – a
bumper crop! These pothead drives provided
much needed employment to the men of
Charleston and the surrounding area.
Anxious men of the area would gather in their boats and head out the bay, beyond the whales. They would
then crisscross the water behind the pod, making as much noise as possible. The commotion would slowly
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force the whales further in the bay, and into shallow water. Depending on the size of the herd, and how far out
the bay they were initially sighted, this could take several hours, or a full day.At this point, with the whales
grounded and unable to escape, the slaughter would begin. The men would bring their boats alongside each
whale and unceremoniously shoot each of them. The shallow water of the bay would be red with blood.
After being killed, each whale would be towed,
by boat, to the slipway in Charleston at Mill
Cove, on the Western side of the bay. Using a
truck, the whales would then be dragged onto
the slipway and the fat and meat would be
removed from the carcasses. Sometimes (when
there was a big drive) it would be necessary for
the men to work through the night to process all
the whales. Prior to the arrival of electricity
around 1960, a generator would be used to
provide lighting.
Some of the fat that was removed from the
whales was rendered by local people. After the fat was rendered, the oil would be put in barrels and sold to a
company in St. John’s. The fat was also sold to Arctic Fisheries in Dildo, and they would process it. Later the
meat was also taken by them and was turned into mink food.
After the fat and meat was removed from the whales, the skeletal remains were towed to Dock Cove, farther
out the bay. Here they would sink to the bottom and decompose. In earlier days, a dock in this area had been
used by residents of Sweet Bay for crossing
the bay to the Union store.In the early days of
whaling in Bonavista Bay the fat didn’t have to
be shipped away. There was a local processing
plant that extracted the oil from the fat. This
plant, located at Bull Beach in Southern Bay,
was run by Arch Christian from Trinity.
Evidence of this plant is no longer visible.
Although whale hunting was readily accepted,
and pursued as an income supplement
throughout most of the 20th century, by the
1970’s it had become frowned upon. In 1972
the commercial killing of whales was banned in
Canadian waters. It is a pleasant irony that more than 25 years later, whaling has once again become a major
income supplement. But now we just watch them!
Photos: Photo of the whale tail by Wayne Pike, taken Witless Bay summer of 2017. The other three photos are
scans of slides that belonged to Wayne’s late grandfather, Alfred Pike of Charleston, taken in the late
1960s/early ‘70s.
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Heart’s Content Heritage District Inventory:
Spotlight on the Anglo-American House
By Katie Harvey
For the past few months Eddy O’Toole and I have been conducting an architectural inventory of the historic
district in Heart’s Content, Trinity Bay. The purpose of this inventory is to identify and document any
pre-confederation buildings in hopes that they will be preserved for future generations. Roughly thirty
structures, including outbuildings and cemeteries, have been noted thus far.
Aside from documenting architectural features, I have also collected oral histories from locals on the majority of
these places. Hearing people’s memories about these buildings really breathes life back into them.
One of my favorite houses in the community is vernacularly known as the Anglo-American House. It is located
on Parish Hall Hill; its very placement overlooking the community demonstrates its importance. Construction
began on this house, and several other cable staff properties, in 1881. The slew of houses that were built at
this time were finished by 1882, except for this house. It took a little longer to complete due to the fact that Ezra
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Weedon, the first cable station superintendent, was handicapped, and required special alterations to be made
to the house. Ed Matthews, the current owner of the house, explains.
“There was a whole slew of them built at the same time. You can appreciate, everything was done by hand
then. No backhoes or bulldozers, and I’m sure it took a long time to build all those homes. Not one year. But
the best proof I have – a couple of years ago I was working upstairs and I found a nickel that could only have
been lost during construction, and it was 1896. I was selling all my silver a couple of years ago, and I sold it
with that.”
This house was built in the Second Empire Style for which John Southcott, the architect, was most famous. It is
a two-story house with a mansard roof. Its grandiose architecture is mesmerizing; with its high ceilings, large
hallways and intricately-carved eaves brackets.
The property has undergone various minor renovations over the years; however, for the most part it remains in
its original condition.
The house was owned by the Anglo-American Cable Company, and the cable station’s superintendents were
stationed here until Ed Matthews purchased the house in the 1970s. He lived and worked all over Canada,
eventually settling back in Newfoundland when he retired.

The Anglo-American house is one of many properties that have been thoroughly documented in this inventory.
Its architecture, coupled with the rich oral history, solidifies its importance within the community’s history.
Photos: Front facade 2017, photo by Eddy O’Toole; Historical image of the front facade, courtesy Alex Rowe.
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Memories of the Americans in Ship Harbour, Placentia Bay
By Andrea McGuire
On August 3 rd, I interviewed Mary (Murphy)
King of Placentia, who was born on October
6, 1937 in Ship Harbour, Placentia Bay. Many
intriguing topics surfaced during our
interview—her family’s love of reading
(Mary’s mother, Jane Anne, often read aloud
to her children, husband, and her husband’s
friends), the Confederation-inspired debates
and games enacted by Mary and her siblings,
and Mary’s memories of her father’s home,
the resettled island of Iona—these
recollections, along with many others, could
all be discussed in greater detail. Much of our
interview, however, focused on Mary’s
memories of the American military presence
in Ship Harbour. As Mary put it, “Nobody ever prepared us for people coming that we didn’t know, or where
they came from, or what they were coming for. So here we were.”
In their dealings with the Americans, the people of Ship Harbour appeared to experience a strange medley of
fear and luxury. By most accounts, the Americans were also very kind to the people of Ship Harbour, although
some residents, such as Mary’s family, had to put up with sudden trappings of warfare on their family land. As
Mary remembered, “One of the first things they [the Americans] did was take some of my father’s garden and
put a missile there for the people that were working, because people from the community got work in the
missile, right there on our property. And so, we didn’t—we weren’t allowed to go near it, you know, Mom
wouldn’t let us.”
However, the family did have other close encounters with the Americans. A few of the men “worshipped mom
for her bread and her stews and stuff like that … Another thing they never could understand were toutons.” The
men would ask Mary’s mother for her bread and touton recipe, which baffled her a little. She would say,
“There’s no recipe, you just mix a bit of this and a bit of that,” but as Mary put it, “Now, they were just as wise
as my cat would be, you know, because they couldn’t understand—if you didn’t have a recipe, how would you
make bread?”
The Americans asked around for the names and ages of all the children, and delivered clothing and shoes at
Christmas time. They also invited the children aboard the battleships docked in the harbour, which were a bit
less menacing from the inside out. During Christmas, the ships were adorned with gleaming decorations and
Christmas trees, the likes of which no one had ever seen before—as Mary commented, “We thought we were
in fairyland.”
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The Americans also showed movies (otherwise, as Mary said, “We would have never seen a movie in a million
years,”) and offered ice cream (said Mary, “We thought we were in seventh heaven”). However, these parties
could sometimes take a turn for the worse. Once, while settling in for a movie at a Christmas party, “this
ungodly noise rang out.” An air raid was taking place, right then and there. The children had to hide under
tables, and were sent home afterwards—no gifts, no ice cream, no movie.
Mary remembers the shock of waking up to “four, or five or six battleships, anchored, and you’re saying to
yourself, ‘What are they, or where did they come from?’” She also recalls the fears that were stoked by the
sight of an old landing barge. In Mary’s words:
“I remember once the frightening experience of looking out and seeing a landing barge coming ashore
where the front of it went down, and what came out of it was a big old tractor, and it crawled its way in,
and they had a garage, I guess, built for it—and here were we, frightened to death, because was that
going to go into our house? You know, we didn’t know. … I’ll never forget—I can see the picture of that
big old landing barge, and the whole front dropped out of it, and then the tractor. It all frightened the wits
out of us.”
But as Mary reflected, “There were good points too, you know. A lot of good points.”

Oral History Roadshow in Port Blandford
By Terra Barrett
This August, Katie Harvey and I headed out to the town of Port Blandford to talk heritage. We met with the Port
Blandford Conservation Corps Green Team as well as Calvin Effort with the Port Blandford Heritage Society.
Calvin had reached out towards the end of May after hearing about the Oral History Roadshow and our work in
New Perlican. Calvin asked if we could bring the roadshow to Port Blandford and after a discussion about
possible themes the Society settled on an oral history event focused on the community and general stores.
One of the first things I asked Calvin, prior
to heading out to Port Blandford, was what
people in the community would say when
discussing going to the store. We were
looking for a local expression to use on the
poster for the event.
It was interesting that depending on where
people lived in the community there were
different expressions. For example people
living in the North end of the town would
say “Go out to the point” while those living
in the Southwest end of Port Blandford
would use “Go outside”. While neither of
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these expressions refer to the shops and stores in the community both expressions were used to describe the
act of going to the store.
On August 10th, we met with the Green Team and gave the group an overview of how to conduct oral history
interviews. We discussed how to start interviews with an introduction, the types of questions to ask, the best
equipment for recording interviews, the importance of signed consent, and how to process material once you
have done an interview.
After our meeting with the Green Team, Katie and I did interviews with two community members while the
Green Team observed.
I chatted with Linda Bennett who grew up in St. John’s on the Southside Road and whose father had a shop
which served the neighbourhood as well as the Portuguese and Spanish fishermen who frequented St. John’s
in the 1950s and 1960s.
Linda, whose mother was from
Port Blandford, also shared
memories of heading to the
community as a child and going
to Peddle's shop or seeing a
movie at Hayley’s theatre
although as she stated, “It
wasn’t really a theatre. It was
kind of in their house.”
In the afternoon we held the
Oral History Roadshow event
where twenty five community
members came out to discuss
the more than twenty stores in
the community’s history. There
were stories about the local
hangouts, grocery shops, and
convenience stores.
Many people described the home delivery service offered as well as the service you would receive in store.
You were greeted, your meat was measured and cut, and your purchases were noted and tallied by hand.
There were stories from staff and shoppers alike about Roland Greening’s (later Wanda’s), Powell’s, Pelley’s,
and other smaller shops. We are still looking for memories about the stores in Port Blandford so if you have
one let me know by calling 1-888-739-1892 ex. 5 or emailing terra@heritagefoundation.ca
Photos: Oral History Roadshow underway in Port Blandford, photo by Katie Harvey; Sarah Greening, Evelyn
Penney, and Mary White chat about Port Blandford memories, photo by Terra Barrett.
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A Unique Victorian Photo Album in Holyrood
By Kelly Drover
On a recent visit to the Holyrood Public Library to
pick up some oral history interviews for our
Collective Memories project, Dale and I got a
chance to looked at an interesting photo album in
the library's genealogy collection. The Victorian
album originally belonged to Mag Ann And Mickey
Doyle of Conception Harbour and displays
photographs of many different people and in
various printing processes. The images mainly
consist of studio portraits, presumably of the
extended Doyle family. The images are wonderful
examples of Victorian clothing, including one
photograph of a man and woman in Victorian
swimwear. There are also a number of images of
children, including babies in long white christening gowns. While the photographs are obviously very
interesting and I would love to scan and research the images, it was the album itself that captured my
attention.
The decorative Victorian standing album is covered in a dark green embossed velvet with brass accents and
closing latch. Though there is a hook/handle on the back for possible hanging, the album is able to stand up on
it’s own. The focus of the cover is the Liberty Bell with a mirror, signaling that this is an American-made piece.
While many photo albums are stored on bookshelves, this design
makes it obvious that the purpose is to display the book and its
contents. It can either be left open to present the images, or closed
as a decorative object with the mirror and bell visible. After flipping to
the final page of photographs photographs, there is revealed a
hidden recess which turns the album into a writing desk with space
for paper and pen, and a glass bottle for ink. The owner could look
through the photographs of faraway relatives and then turn to the
back to write them a loving letter.
On the back cover of the album is a small label which reads
“Patented July 23, 1895. Other Patents Pending.” The patent for this
“Combined Album and Writing Desk” was applied for by W. A.
Holman of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, who also applied for a variety
of other photograph album styles. A quick search brings other
examples of this design, usually including a mirror, as well as other
unique albums created by W.A. Holman and others. These
decorative albums show how prominent photographs were in
Victorian homes, not only to be kept and stored but displayed for the
family and their visitors.
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St. John’s Early Modernism
By Eddy O’Toole
For the last three months, I have been researching the history of a cluster of modernist buildings on
Lemarchant Road West in St. John’s. Designed and built during the 1940’s, these concrete structures were
outshone by many larger military projects of the time. When complete, this research will shine brighter light on
an often forgotten step in Newfoundland’s architectural history, intended to show that these buildings, through
their unique architectural style, reflect the optimistic, metropolitan mindset of citizens of the era.
Pictured above is the 1956, student Safety Patrol group of St.
Michael’s school assisting their peers across the busy
Lemarchant Rd. and Bennett Ave. intersection. Behind, is the
home of Architect William McCarter, designer of the
American Aerated Water Company factory next-door. The
Cornwall Theatre and two other concrete buildings are
beyond, all now under the ownership of Smith Stockley Ltd.
Pictured to the right is the West End Fire Station, also
designed by McCarter. Construction was completed in March
of 1945, three years later than anticipated due to steel
shortages during the Second World War.
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Assessing Heritage Buildings
By Michael Philpott
Earlier this year HFNL initiated a new grant program for
“heritage building assessments” – essentially home
inspection-style reports by heritage professionals meant to
identify maintenance issues and all the work required to
restore provincially designated buildings to their former glory.
The thinking behind the program is that, by carefully
evaluating buildings ahead of time, contractor estimates will
be more accurate, work completed will be more historically
appropriate, and many costly surprises can be avoided.
Since introducing the grant, uptake has been fantastic. Owners have been excited at the prospect of knowing
more about their building and the project they are about to undertake, and we have found the results to be
invaluable. Detailed photosets provide a baseline of documentation with which to compare future work,
alternatives to replacement of heritage building elements are being uncovered (good conservation practice),
and the conversations we have been having with owners and contractors has been better informed. An early
goal with the assessment program was to ensure quality, consistent results. Achieving this began by locating
qualified heritage building assessors who we identified through a call for expressions of interest. After
reviewing portfolios of heritage work and experience, the most qualified applicants were required to participate
in a detailed orientation that covered HFNL and Canadian conservation standards, assessment techniques,
and proven approaches to restoration. For consistency, HFNL developed a reporting template that covers all
parts of a structure in four sections: site and foundation, walls and cladding, windows and doors, and roof and
chimneys. The template was tested this summer with the first round of assessments and the results are
promising.
While our grant programs are reserved for provincially designated buildings, we encourage anyone planning a
restoration project to take a similar, systematic approach to evaluating their building at an early stage in the
process. Though staring at a list of your restoration tasks may seem daunting, it will allow you to better
prioritize the most pressing issues and phase the rest over a manageable time period. Grants for heritage
building assessments cover 75% of costs to a maximum grant of $2,000, and are available to owners of
provincially designated buildings prior to major restoration. If you would like to discuss planning for restoration,
or any of the topics mentioned here, feel free to get in touch with Michael at michael@heritagefoundation.ca or
(709) 739-1892 ext. 3.
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